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MSSA FREDERICK CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
Working to Provide a Unified Voice to Preserve and Protect the
Rights, Tradition and the Future of Recreational Fishing!
No Unity, No Voice, No Fish

The Official MSSA Frederick Chapter VHF Channel is 71

President’s Message
I always talk about how time flies, well it
flew by. Opening day is only a mere three
weeks away and there is still a lot to do to
be ready. Although the process of making
new leaders, waxing the boat, developing a
spring time spread, checking over the trailer
and all other pre-opening chores have
begun, there is still a lot of little things to
get in order before the lines hit the water.
Seems like the responsibilities haven’t
increased, it just takes twice as long to get
them done. The “rush” is now on, but you
can bet the ranch, come 6:00am April 20th,
it’ll be done come hell or high water. Can’t
wait to put a “spankin” on some of those
BIG boys!
That just starts the beginning of another
great year for our chapter. Each year the
board seeks to add new ideas, improve upon
our existing events and truly make the
chapter enjoyable for each member. The
board has approved contributing additional
monies to each of our tournaments this year
to increase winnings. Adding a closest to the
weight category adds a decision making
element to weighing fish, increasing the
excitement. In addition, our line up of
speakers and vendors proves to be one of
the best. We are adding an outdoor crabbing
demonstration in July by Baycountry
Crabbing Supplies that will be educational
for those of you who want to learn how to
catch one of the Bay’s most tasty delicacies.
The Main MSSA tournament, which
coincides with our spring rockfish
tournament runs May 3rd, 4th & 5th this year.
With the cool temperatures this spring, there
is a good chance that the BIG fish will still be
around. Check out the Main’s website to sign
up on-line or look for the list of Captain’s
meetings in order to register. Remember,
with all the knowledge you’ve learned from
our meeting, your chances should be good.
We are always looking for volunteers or
people to join our board. If you have the
desire to contribute or have any
recommendations, feel free to see me.
Fish hard!

Next Meeting
April 10, 2013

Dinner served at 6:00 PM
Meeting begin ~7:00 PM

Speaker:
Captain Wayne Morgan
http://www.frayedknotfishing.com/
Frayed Knot Fishing Charters is the premier
teaching charter on the Chesapeake Bay.
The majority of my clients are boat owners
that are “catching challenged.”

Vendor:
Shore Tackle

On the Menu:
March Raffle Winners:
Hand held VHF Radio - Frank Malino
Spinning Reel Combo - Damon Katlin
MSSA Cap and Towel – Ray Butler
Battery Charger - Gordon Jernigan
MSSA Cap and T-Shirt - Rick Thompson
Reel Dragon Offshore Trip - Neil Ammerman
MSSA Frederick Cap - James Stewart
Reel Dragon Offshore Trip - Mike Lozlier
MSSA Frederick Cap - Mark Messick
MSSA Frederick Cap - Alan Dissin
MSSA Frederick T-Shirt - Ed Blank
Reel Dragon Offshore Trip - David King

50/50 Raffle
$150 - Gary Lengerhuis

Attendance at the March Meeting:
70
Directions To Meeting at the Frederick
Moose Lodge: - Map
From Frederick, take I-70 east to exit 56
(Rt. 144W). Turn slight right onto MD-144.
Go 0.8 miles to 828 E. Patrick St. on the left.
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Chapter News
Chapter Spring Tournament
Information – May 3-5
The deadline to register for the tournament
is April 10, 2013. There will be no
registrations accepted after that date.
Entry Fees:
$100/ boat
Optional Calcutta:
$125/ boat
The dinner will be held Friday May 3rd @
6:30pm at the Solomon’s Island Firehouse.
Yes we are back at the Firehouse and it’s
closer to the motel and marina. This will be
a great time with terrific food.
Members: $15. Non-members: $20. No
tickets sold at the door.

Chapter Flounder Tournament
Chincoteague, Virginia
May 17-19, 2013
The Chapter has secured discounted rooms
at the Seahawk Motel starting at $60 per
night. Call Carey or Brenda at 757-336-6527
to make your reservations.
We will also host an you can eat buffet
dinner at Maria's Friday night at 7pm. The
cost is $15/person and includes one raffle
ticket.
This should be a great time and the big fish
will be there. Expect 3lb + fish
Entry Fee:
$60/ boat if paid by April 10
$85/ boat if paid April 11 - May 8
Optional Calcutta: Winner take all for
heaviest single fish of the tournament
$60/ boat if paid before April 10
$85/ boat if paid April 11 - May 8
Details and sign up forms will be at the
meetings and on the website flounder
tournament sign-up
Any questions call Roy Young 301-748-7211
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N.C. King Mackerel Tournament
October 5-12, 2013
We do have some rooms and efficiencies left
but we will be sending in our request after
the April meeting. If you want a room, it’s a
$50 deposit and bring it to the meeting. It’s
a great time. We will show you everything
you need. It will be the best week of fishing
you have experienced. Any questions call
Rob @ 301-606-0392.

Time to Order Fish Bags Again
If you would like a large bag (kingfish size)
which works great for rockfish as well,
please see Rob at the meeting. They are
$150 with our logo (got him to hold the old
price) but they will be going up. We are not
ordering extras so bring a $50 deposit and
we will have them by the end of the month,
possibly sooner.

Fishing Reports
Chincoteague Action
By Charlie Koski
Tightlines.......................

Ocean City Action
By Sue Foster
April 1st, 2013
First flounder of the year was caught in
Ocean City by Keith Weber on Monday!
Besides that, fishing was extremely slow this
past Easter Weekend. It was cold and the
water temperatures were running around 44
degrees. Only thing we heard of were some
skates from the surf. Some anglers didn't
even catch those. We heard flounder were
biting better in Wachapreague, VA. As soon
as the water temps rise a few more degrees
we should see stripers, tautog, and more
flounder inshore. Offshore, Captain Monty on
the Morning Star had some big tautog
catches this past week.

Chesapeake Bay Action
Anyone anxious to get in on a little catch
and release fishing for striped bass has been
hovering over the warm water discharge at
the Calvert Cliffs Power Plant in hopes of
taking on a striped bass by jigging. Most
fishermen are using heavy soft plastic jigs
up to 10" in length; while some are also
using butterfly jigs. Boats typically slowly
motor up to the bubbling discharge and drift
in the warm water plume till they find
themselves several hundred yards down
current; then repeat the process. Others
have been trolling along the edges of the
shipping channels with large bucktails or
parachutes in tandem or behind umbrella
rigs. A few fish are being picked up now and
then but most are reporting the action to be
very slow. Water temperatures in the bay
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are holding around 45-degrees on the
surface at the moment.
The Susquehanna Flats area is beginning to
attract the attention of striped bass catch
and release fishermen this week and most
are reporting slow fishing conditions. A few
striped bass are being caught on lures in the
shallower areas and some fish are being
caught on menhaden or gizzard shad baits
on circle hooks. Water temperatures in the
area are holding around 46-degrees and
most fishermen look for the action to pick up
once water temperatures rise above 50degrees.
Fishermen continue to mark the progress of
the white perch spawning runs in the states
tidal rivers and are starting to see the
smaller male white perch showing up at the
headwater areas; a sure sign the larger
females are not far behind. The warmer
weather that is predicted this week should
kick these runs into high gear and fishermen
should be ready with shad darts and grass
shrimp.

Virginia Beach Action
By Dr. Julie Ball
After a long winter, anglers are embracing
the transition into spring. And although
another cold blast will slow up progress this
week, next week’s highs will peak in the
seventies. This trend has many hoping we
have turned the corner, and springtime is
settling in.
Everyone is excited about the spring
flounder debut. The bite is not on fire as of
yet, but folks who are wetting hooks with
flatfish on their agenda, are finding keepersized takers scattered about the lower Bay.
Catches are improving along the Baltimore
Channel, near buoy 36A, and along Back
River Reef, with many fish pushing over the
newly implemented 16-inch minimum size
limit. This action will improve as the water
continues to warm. The protected inlets are
also giving up some fish, although they are
mostly small right now.
Croaker are here, and plenty are coming
from the local nets. It won’t be long before
hook and line catches are the norm. In the
meantime, surf and local pier anglers are
content with bailing Taylor bluefish, which
are averaging around 12-inches.
Even with new species to target, folks are
taking advantage of the recent tautog rage.
Bait is now more accessible, and fish are
hitting well on most offshore and nearshore
structures. Respectable fish, with many
pushing into the teens, are readily taking
offerings, with the top action occurring on
blue crabs. Several tog trips have resulted in
several dozen hooked fish, with some brutes
pushing to well over 15-pounds lately.
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Lower Bay and coastal structures are also
showing in increase in momentum this week,
with good catches of fish ranging to around
5-pounds taking clams, frozen fiddlers, and
frozen green crabs. This trend will end
abruptly for anglers at the end of the month
when the season closes.
Speckled trout action is still worth a look,
but most are not interested. The folks at
Ocean’s East 2 report that the bite is very
inconsistent in the Elizabeth river, with some
anglers hooking over 30-fish on one day,
and less than a handful the next. Twitch
baits are still working, with top water plugs
becoming more effective this week. The live
bait anglers in the Cove are mostly giving up
as this bite has slowed to a crawl, but those
casting from the banks of the discharge area
still getting into a few nice fish. A few fish
are still coming from Lynnhaven and Rudee
Inlets, but most folks are finding it difficult
to get past the puppy drum in these areas.
Puppy drum are becoming very active in
most any inlet or skinny water location,
where both top water lures and Gulp grubs
are working well.
The deep dropping interest off the Virginia
coast is still good. When the weather allows,
boats are loading up on good catches of
blueline tilefish, golden tilefish, black bellied
rosefish, and a variety of grouper. Offshore
activity is beginning to heat up off of
Carolina, which is showing promise for a
good year for deepwater trollers.
www.drjball.com.

Delaware Action
By Eric Burnley Sr.*
Updated: April 5, 2013
DELAWARE BAY The rockfish bite seems
to have cooled in the lower Delaware River
and since it never was hot this means very
few of these fish were caught. Those that
were landed hit bloodworms fished on the
bottom.
The white perch bite did improve in the
river and tidal creeks. Once again
bloodworms make the best bait with grass
shrimp a close second.
A few big catfish have been landed by folks
soaking bloodworms for rock. Fish to ten
pounds were reported from Reedy Point
down to Woodland Beach.
Tog fishing should turn on in the lower bay
as soon as the wind drops out. The water
temperature is above the lower limit for
tog so a few warm, calm days will get this
fishery underway.
INDIAN RIVER INLET While the inlet
failed to produce any fish over the
weekend, we could see some action on
flounder and hickory shad in the near
future. All we need is a few more degrees
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of water temperature to get both species
in a feeding mood.
SURF FISHING Still nothing from the
beach and don’t expect to see much action
for a few more weeks. Rockfish are moving
up to their spawning grounds and won’t be
back down until the spawn is complete.
INSHORE OCEAN The head and charter
boat captains I spoke with said they had
tog over the weekend, but not very
many. The bite was slow with a few fish in
excess of ten pounds landed. One angler
had his second 17 pounder in two weeks.
EARLY FLOUNDER It won’t be long before
the flounder season gets underway and I
for one am chaffing at the bit. I was
spoiled last year when we caught flounder
in late March while this year we have not
seen the first fish and it is early April.
Early season flounder are caught from
shallow water because this is the area that
reaches the optimum water temperature
first. The sun will warm the water on high
tide and when this water begins to move
out on the ebb flounder will begin to
feed. Areas with a black mud bottom are
especially good during this time.
The Lewes and Rehoboth Canal and
Broadkill River are two locations where
early flounder are caught. I have taken
flounder up as far as Oyster Rocks in the
Broadkill River and back as far as the
King’s Highway Bridge in the canal. At
Indian River the flounder will be on the
flats between South Shore Marina and
Massey’s Ditch. I have also caught
flounder as far up the bay as Oak Orchard.
Many of these areas are only accessible on
high tide and then only with a shallow
draft boat. When the water is clear it is
easy to see bottom so a little stealth
fishing is necessary.
I use the electric motor on my 16-foot
Starcraft and raise my gas engine clear of
the water. This allows me to control the
drift without creating too much
noise. When it is time to make a new drift
I use the electric motor to get the boat to
deep water then employ the gas engine to
make the move. Never run a gas engine at
speed through shallow water.
I have found live minnows make the best
bait in the spring. I fish mine without any
weight because the water is so shallow the
baitfish can find the bottom unassisted. If I
use an artificial, it will be a small bucktail
or jig with a minnow or strip of
squid. Frozen shiners also work well in the
spring, but do require some weight to
reach the bottom.
Keep in mind we will be fishing under the
2012 flounder regulations of an 18-inch
minimum size and four-fish bag limit until
the new regulations for 2013 are made in
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early May. Also remember that herring are
off limits for bait.

Tips and Tackle
Spring Start-up Checklist
Spring has sprung—and for millions of
boaters in the U.S. that means it’s time to
take their boats out of winter storage and
put them in the water. For boaters, annual
preparation and cleaning projects are
necessary rites of spring that help to ensure
not only their protection and safety, but also
to prevent problems that could keep them
off the water once the season is underway.
Discover Boating has put together general
guidelines for pre-season boat preparation;
get ready for your spring launch by
reviewing these six key areas of
maintenance. (Be sure to consult your
owner’s manual for maintenance instructions
specific to your boat model.)

your drive train. Make sure the propeller is
secured properly, and replace bearings when
needed. When inspecting the hull, look for
blisters, distortions and cracks. Be sure to
clean the hull, deck, and topsides using an
environmentally safe cleaning solution. And,
make sure the drain plug is securely in place
before every launch.
SAFETY GEAR
Check your life jackets to ensure they are in
good condition and that there are enough on
board for all potential passengers. It’s
important to ensure that each individual has
the correct size life jacket for their body
weight. Be sure all onboard fire
extinguishers are the correct class for your
vessel, and are fully charged and stowed in
the proper place. Take advantage of any
safety inspections offered by the US Coast
Guard (USCG), USCG Auxiliary or US Power
Squadrons.

DNR in the News

FUEL SYSTEM
Inspect the fuel system for leaks or damage;
pay special attention to fuel hoses,
connections and tank surfaces. Evidence of
damaged fuel hoses includes softness,
brittleness or cracking. Replace components
when necessary and verify all fittings and
clamps are properly secured. Ensure the
engine, exhaust and ventilation systems are
all functioning properly
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Inspect all electrical connections for
cleanliness and tightness—corrosion is often
a sign a connection may not be safe. To
prepare electrical connections for the
summer, remove the terminals and use a
wire brush to clean them, along with all
cable ends. Charge your battery and have it
tested to ensure it can hold a charge.
Electrical systems should be regularly
inspected by a qualified technician
BELTS, CABLES & HOSES
Belts, cables and hoses are important to
check, as they can become brittle and may
crack during winter storage. Belts should fit
tightly around pulleys to prevent slipping; a
worn belt may have a black substance near
the pulley and will fit loosely. Cracks or
swells on the outer jacket of control cables
may be a sign you have to take immediate
action
FLUID LEVELS
Check all fluid levels including engine oil,
power steering, power trim reservoirs, and
coolant. Be sure to change the engine oil, oil
filter, and drive lubricants, if these tasks
were not done prior to winterizing your boat.
PROPELLERS & HULLS
Inspect propellers for dings, pitting, cracks
and distortion. Damaged propellers can
cause unwanted vibration and damage to
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DNR Revamps Volunteer Angler
Survey
Maryland’s online Volunteer Angler Survey
now has a new look, an added fish species
and great prizes! The Maryland Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) developed the
new and improved survey to be more userfriendly, gather additional information and
offer incentives to those who participate.
“Over the past 10 years the survey has been
in place, volunteer anglers have provided
information that is crucial in analyzing fish
populations. For some species, this survey is
the only source of information on released
and discarded fish, we really can’t gather
this information any other way,” said Dr.
Linda Barker, DNR recreational fishing data
coordinator.
The Northern Snakehead joins Striped Bass,
Summer Flounder, Yellow Perch, Bluefish,
Smallmouth Bass, Largemouth Bass,
Muskellunge, Blue Crabs, catfish, Crappie,
Bluegill, White Perch and Pickerel in the
survey. Angler catch information helps
fishery managers make harvest, stocking,
conservation and restoration decisions.
“We are especially interested in using the
survey to track the expanding range of the
snakehead population and we want to know
the proportion of anglers who like to eat
them,” said Dr. Joe Love of the DNR Tidal
Bass Program.
Anglers who participate in the surveys have
the chance to win prizes such as $100 gift
cards from Bass Pro Shops. DNR will
randomly draw the winners at the end of the
year. All participants who submitted a
survey starting January 1, 2013 will be
eligible.
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Fishing Regulations

2013 Chapter Officers

2013 Md. Flounder Season

President: Ed Susa
Phone: 301-253-5597
E-mail: esusa99@yahoo.com

Minimum Size - 16" Creel - 4 fish Season –
March 28th – Dec 31st

2013 Va. Flounder Season

Senior Vice President: Rob Pellicot
Phone: 301-606-0392
E-mail: robert.pellicot@wellsfargo.com

Minimum Size - 16" Creel - 4 fish per day
No closed season

Secretary: Clyde Hunt
Phone: 240-674-8646
E-mail: secretary@mssafrederick.com

Tournament News
Main MSSA Spring Tournament
May 3-5, 2013

Treasurer: Jim Bremer
Phone: 301-728-7853
E-mail: jbremer@fgmc.com

We will have sign up forms and information
packages available at the meeting.
There are new calcutta’s and higher payouts
for this year.

2013 Board of Directors

Classified Ads

Jodie Ammerman (Membership Coordinator)
Phone: 240-723-0853
E-mail: JPAmmerman@aol.com

Charter Services

Chris Linetty (Public Relations Coordinator)
Phone: 301-824-7050
E-mail: retriever@myactv.net

Island Queen Inland Charters
Bay and Sound Fishing &Cruises
Chincoteague Island, VA
Captain Charlie Koski - 757-990-2404
www.islandqueeninlandcharters.com

Bob Pellicot
Phone: 301-606-6200
E-Mail: rpellicot@shockleyhonda.com

Fishing Equipment

Fred Keene
Phone: 304-856-2596
E-mail: poppafred4@frontiernet.net

Top of the Hill Custom Rods
Custom Rod and Reel Repair. Specializing in
Light Tackle, Surf, Bay and Offshore trolling
rods.

Walt Shaw
Phone: 301-662-4481
E-Mail: floshaw@cescomputers.net

Clyde Hunt - 240-674-8646

Commercial Supporters

Jeff Townsend
Phone: 410-903-9416
Email: kindjt@peoplepc.com
Neal Ammerman
Phone: 240-832-3671
E-mail: JPAmmerman@aol.com
Roy Young
Phone: 301-898-7863
E-mail: threedoones@comcast.net
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FREDERICK MSSA CHAPTER - 2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
www.mssafrederick.com
JANUARY

12
16
19
26-27

- Dinner Dance - Frederick Moose Club
- Frederick Board Meeting
- Fredrick Chapter Fishing Expo – Frederick Fair Grounds
- Kent Island Chapter Flea Market

FEBRUARY

1-3
2
13
20
16-17
23
23
28

- MSSA Convention, Annapolis, MD
- Tri State Marine Flea Market – Free in Deale MD
- Frederick Meeting - Frederick Board Meeting
- Pasadena Flea Market – Earleigh Heights Fire Co, Pasadena, MD
- Dorchester County Flea Market – American Legion Post 91 – Cambridge, MD
- Saltwater Fishing Expo Annapolis Elks #622 – Edgewater MD
- Baltimore Boat Show – Baltimore Convention Center

MARCH

1-3
13
20
16-17
23-24

- Baltimore Boat Show – Baltimore Convention Center
- Frederick Meeting
- Frederick Board Meeting
- Essex/Middle River Flea Market
- Southern MD Fishing Fair – Solomons Fire Hall

APRIL

6
10
20
17

- Frederick Shakedown Cruise/Brunch – Sandy Point
- Frederick Meeting
- Opening Day - Striped Bass Season
- Frederick Board Meeting

MAY

3-5
8
15
17-19

- 29th Annual MSSA Spring Tournament – Solomons
- Frederick Meeting
- Frederick Board Meeting
- Chapter Flounder Tournament – Chincoteague

JUNE

12
19
21-23

- Frederick Meeting
- Frederick Board Meeting
- 20th Annual MSSA Tunament – Ocean City & Wachapreague

JULY

10
17

- Frederick Meeting
- Frederick Board Meeting

AUGUST

14
21
17
24

- Frederick Meeting
- Frederick Board Meeting
- Chapter Lower Bay Charter Trip
- 3rd Annual MSSA Beach N Boat Flounder Tournament – Ocean City

SEPTEMBER 11
14
18

- Frederick Meeting
- Chapter Crab Feast and Picnic
- Frederick Board Meeting

OCTOBER

5-12
16
23

- Chapter North Carolina King Mackerel Tournament
- Frederick Meeting
- Frederick Board Meeting

NOVEMBER

13
20
23-24

- Frederick Meeting
- Frederick Board Meeting
- 19th Annual MSSA Fall Tournament

DECEMBER

11
18

- Frederick Meeting
- Frederick Board Meeting
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