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President’s Message 
How many Frederick MSSA members does it 

take to catch rockfish? Answer: Who cares. 

It doesn’t really matter because many of us 

just got back from a great weekend of 

fishing in Solomon’s Island. What a beautiful 

weekend on the water, great fun and a lot of 

really nice fish were had by all who attended 

our tournament. Starting of our tournament 

series in Solomon’s was a huge kick start to 

our chapter’s full year of events. It seemed 

like the great speaker’s and vendors we’ve 

had already this year really paid off as 

everyone caught some really nice fish. Some 

huge one’s were hauled in by some and 

others just sadly watched the big one swim 

away. Truly a nice time was had by those 

who attended with a lot of great 

camaraderie shared by all. If you’ve never 

participated in this tournament, please 

speak to those who can share some great 

stories and mark your calendar for next 

year. 

Now, no reason to stop fishing, in two weeks 

we load up the boats again and head south 

to Chincoteague for another great weekend 

tournament. This is just another great 

fishing event for our members to enjoy. 

Hopefully, like the rockfish, the flounder will 

be a couple of weeks behind in their 

migration. This will be another fun filled 

opportunity to put some tasty fish in our 

coolers. Final sign-ups will be at our May 

14th meeting. 

Finally, our board is in the process of 

evaluating all our upcoming and future 

events. We will be compiling a list of  needed 

committees to help organize each 

tournament or event. It takes a tremendous 

amount of time and effort by only a few to 

insure that each and every event is “Over 

the Top”. Therefore, please, each and every 

one of you, take a few moments to reflect on 

how much you enjoy our meetings, 

tournaments and events. Then, take a 

moment to think about how you can donate 

just a few hours of your time each year to 

assist with all our chapter activities. It is 

imperative that we have volunteers. So, 

c’mon and step to the plate. 

Fish Hard! 

Next Meeting  

May 7, 2014 

Food Service begins @ 6:00 pm 
Meeting starts @ 7:15 pm 

Speaker: 
Mike Hanson – Aqua Clear Tackle 

Mike is the owner of Aqua Clear Tackle of 
New Jersey.  Mike will talk about 

flounder/fluke fishing and go through the 
benefits of the Aqua Clear rigs.  Mike will do 

a special promotion on rigs as well. 

 Vendor: 
Captain Steve’s Bait and Tackle 

Jimmy will be up to sell flounder gear.  Give 
him a call @ the shop if you have any special 

requests – 757-336-0569 

Menu: 
Hot Roast Beef Sandwiches 

Mashed Potatoes 
Green Beans 

Corn 
Pasta Salad 

Dessert 

  

April Winners: 

Chris Whetzen – Penn Trolling Combo 

Emory Conner – Fishing Pliers and Cozy 

Chris Conway – Striper Tackle Assortment 

Craig Abshire – Hook Extractor and Cozy 

Tony Tolbard – Digital Fishing Scale & Cozy 

Fred – Filet Knife and Chapter Hat 

 

50/50 Raffle 

$122 – Steve Wolfrey 

 
Attendance at Meeting: 

 72 

Fredrick Moose Lodge 

828 E. Patrick St.  
Frederick, Md. 21707 

  
 

Chapter News 

Chapter Flounder Tournament 

Chincoteague, Virginia 
May 16-18, 2014 

The Chapter has secured discounted rooms 

at the Seahawk Motel starting at $70 per 

night. Call Carey or Brenda at 757-336-6527 

to make your reservations.   

We will also host an you can eat buffet 

dinner at Maria's Friday night at 7pm.  

This should be a great time and the big fish 

will be there.  Expect 3lb + fish 

Entry Fee:  

$85/ boat  

Calcutta: Winner take all for heaviest single 

fish of the tournament 

$100/ boat 

 

Details and sign up forms will be at the 

meetings  

Any questions see Jody Ammerman  

N.C. King Mackerel Tournament 

October 4-11, 2014 

We will have the details and sign-up sheets 

starting at the April meeting.  

There are a limited number of rooms 

available so get your crew together and 

make plans for this now.  

We will need a non-refundable $50 deposit 

and a credit card number to hold your room 

and boat slip.  

Fishing Reports 

Chincoteague Action  

By Charlie Koski   

Flounder fishing has been picking up as the 

water temps rise. Out of five charter trips 

last week the folks on my boat had 17 

keeper flatfish. 

Not bad for just fishing with lines in the 

water on average of 3 hours. Not many 

throwbacks but that's fine as long as some 

are going in the box. They are being caught 

in at all of the regular haunts so you may 

have to move around a bit to find them. 

Double rigs are the ticket such as the EC 

flounder rig sold at the local tackle shops. All 
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colors are working as I have tried pink, 

green and white. Also some days they like 

the Chincoteague sandwich which is a 3"- 4" 

strip of squid cut pennant style then topped 

with a bull minnow. Of course you can use 

gulp baits in any color too but make sure 

you take em off the hook or you will have a 

hard time getting it off the next day! Hint on 

hooking your minnow, hook them right in 

front of the eye sockets, they will live longer 

and they won't see what's coming!  

    Surf action is still a bit slow with a few 

black drum and some stripers caught in the 

suds. Plenty of skates too. Won't be long 

and the kingfish(aka 

whiting) will start to show up. These are 

very tasty and I actually like them as much 

a a flounder fillet! 

    Not much to report on the inshore wrecks 

yet as the winds have kept most of the 

wreck fisherman in the back bays fishing for 

flounder. I am sure there are some nice tog 

waiting out there to suck the meat out of 

your crab baits. It definitely takes some 

finesse to master hooking one of these 

wreck dwellers! Come on down to the island 

and get your lines wet!   Tight 

lines............................. 

 

Ocean City Action 

May 5th 2014 

Water Temp: 51.3 

 

Water temperatures have finally reached 

that magic 50 degree mark. First flounder 

was caught from the Route 50 Bridge.  The 

first kingfish was reported from the surf! The 

first pufferfish (blowfish) was caught from 

the surf and also from the Oceanic Pier! And 

to top it off, we also heard of the first 

bluefish and even the first croaker from the 

surf! 

 

On May 11th Delaware will officially change 

their flounder size limit from 17-inches to 16 

inches so Maryland and DE will have the 

same size limit! Anglers living in DE and 

fishing in MD are going to be happy campers 

this year! 

 
Chesapeake Bay Action 

Upper bay fishermen continue to report a 

nice steady pick of trophy sized Striped Bass 

from the steep channel edges above the Bay 

Bridge in the Podickory Point, Love Point and 

Triple Buoys areas. Chartreuse and white 

parachutes or bucktails trolled in tandem or 

singly have been the most common 

presentations. Large Storm lures are also 

being used with some success.  

Middle Bay region fishermen have been 

working the western side of the shipping 

channel from Thomas Point to Cove Point 

with very good results this week. The large 

Striped Bass have an affinity for traveling 

along that steep edge and a weakness for 

large parachutes and bucktails. The steep 

edges around Bloody Point and the False 

Channel have also been very productive 

places to troll for Striped Bass this week. 

There is still some Striped Bass spawning 

going on in the upper Choptank and 

Nanticoke Rivers this week so a new wave of 

post-spawn Striped Bass may be leaving 

those rivers within the next week.  

Fishermen in the lower bay region have been 

focusing a lot of their attention around 

traditional hot spots such as Cover Point, 

Point No Point, the Hooper's Island Light and 

the channel edge near Buoy 72. They are 

also finding good results in the Tangier 

Sound channel areas and in the lower 

Potomac River near Buoys 7 and 9 on the 

Virginia side as well as out in front of St. 

George's Island where the channel edge is 

steep. Fishermen are still reporting spawning 

Striped Bass in the Chain Bridge area in D.C. 

so there will be additional fish coming down 

the river in the near future. Most likely there 

is still some Striped Bass spawning going on 

in the upper Patuxent River also this week.  

Recreational fishermen reported the first 

confirmed croaker catches over this past 

weekend in the lower Potomac River around 

Bushwood and Point Lookout. Most were 

caught on bloodworms and bottom rigs 

along with a mix of White Perch. In the 

Bushwood area at the mouth of the 

Wicomico River fishermen are also reporting 

large catches of medium sized Blue Catfish 

which many fishermen are now specifically 

targeting due to their fine table fare. 

Croakers are also being caught at the 

mouths of the Nanticoke, Wicomico and 

Pocomoke Rivers in the Tangier Sound 

region. Most of the catches have been 

coming from relatively shallow waters and 

White Perch are also being caught in those 

areas.  

 Virginia Beach Action 

By Dr. Julie Ball 

2 May 2014 

Spring is here, and the local saltwater 

fishing scene is taking off a little behind the 

curve. With some challenging weather 

keeping many boats at the dock lately, 

anglers are ready to get out and test the 

waters. A promising short-term forecast 

should provide folks with that opportunity 

this weekend.  

The tautog season went out with a bang. 

Just before the season closed on May 1st, 

anglers were loading up with respectable fish 

from structures all over the lower Bay. The 

best catches were coming from the CBBT 

proper, where multiple limits were the norm. 

Now you will have to wait until the fall to get 

back in on the tog action. But in the 

meantime, anglers can look forward to the 

black seabass season reopening on May 

19th. These fish must measure to at least 

12.5-inches, and you can hold on to 15 fish 

per person this year. Seabass can be found 

closer to shore, but the best selections will 

continue to come from near shore and 

deeper water wrecks.  

Most attention seems to be oriented towards 

the emerging flounder bite. As is the usual 

trend, the action from the shallows and 

backwaters off the Eastern Shore is 

providing the leading edge of this fishery. 

Folks trying their luck out of Oyster and 

Wachapreague are finding willing takers, 

with some flatties pushing to around 5 to 7-

pounds this week. Drifted strip baits and 

gudgeons are still the mainstay bait 

combination for this popular species.  

Speckled trout are still around for catch-and-

release action in the Elizabeth River and 

inlets, but most are losing interest with the 

newly arriving line-up. Inshore anglers are 

racking up on spunky puppy drum from 

most any protected water location off the 

lower Bay right now. Folks can keep up to 

three fish per person, stretching from 18 to 

26-inches. Casting lures or presenting cut 

bait within Rudee, Little Creek, or Lynnhaven 

Inlets is effective lately. Anglers are eagerly 

anticipating the arrival of the larger version 

of the puppy drum, the bull red drum. Once 

these aggressive hunters crash the Eastern 

Shore barrier islands, they will be hungry. 

Their close cousin, the black drum, is also 

making a quiet showing as they feather in 

along the Eastern Shore seaside inlets from 

Great Machipongo Inlet down to the mouth 

of the Chesapeake Bay.  

Pier anglers are content with a decent 

showing of croaker along the lower Bay 

shorelines, with a smattering of Taylor 

bluefish and nice sea mullet to add to their 

bounties. Anglers are catching dozens 

hardheads on bloodworms and squid. The 

croaker bite is also heating up off Willoughby 

and the Buckroe Fishing Pier off Hampton. A 

few surprise catches of Pollock in these 

areas are making things interesting.  

The deep water off the Virginia coast is still 

the place to be if you are in the mood to 

crank up tilefish, black bellied rosefish and 

grouper from over 300 feet of water. Even if 

you beat the weather, plenty of dog fish are 

ready to compete for your bait right now, 

and black seabass are still illegal to keep for 

now.  
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Offshore anglers are still enjoying the tuna 

bite off Carolina, with 40-pound class 

yellowfin, blackfin and scattered bluefin 

around, be sure to review the regulations 

before you go. Some of the Virginia fleet is 

also partaking in some of the action when 

they make the long run. Scattered wahoo, 

dolphin, mako sharks, and billfish are also 

providing some variety.  

 www.drjball.com. 

 

Delaware Action 

By Eric Burnley Sr.* 

DELAWARE BAY Rockfish are still available 

in the lower river and upper bay with 

bloodworms and cut bunker the top two 

baits. Shore fishermen have had good 

success all the way from Battery Park to 

Woodland Beach. Please remember that 

circle hooks are required for any type of bait 

fishing north of Reedy Point including the 

C&D Canal. Any rockfish caught in those 

waters must be released. 

Bunker chunkers have had fair success 

around the 6L and 4L buoys out of Collins 

Beach. Fresh bunker is the best bait and so 

far this year it has been in reasonable 

supply. The weather during the week 

bordered on horrible so it is possible there 

could be a bunker shortage this weekend 

unless the boats can get out on Friday. 

White perch fishing is holding its own in the 

tidal creeks and rivers. Bloodworms remain 

the top bait with grass shrimp also 

productive when it is available. 

Tog were caught out of Bowers Beach and 

Lewes, but the high winds over the weekend 

made fishing difficult.  Green crabs remain 

the top bait. The weather looks good for this 

weekend which is the last before tog season 

closes on May 10. 

The rare keeper rockfish has been caught 

from Broadkill Beach on bloodworms or 

bunker. Once the spawn is over we should 

see more large fish here. No reports of trout 

this week. 

The Lewes and Rehoboth Canal and the 

Broadkill River have seen a few keeper 

flounder and one 24-pound rockfish. The 

rock was caught on a pink Gulp! and live 

minnow combination by a very surprised 

angler. 

The Cape Henlopen Fishing Pier had some 

night time activity with small rockfish taken 

on jigs tipped with Gulp! Flounder should be 

there very soon.  

INDIAN RIVER INLET A few more small 

rockfish and tog, but nothing to get excited 

about. The tog fishing will probably turn on 

in time for the season to end on May 10. 

INSHORE OCEAN Tog fishing remains good 

when the boats can sail. The best action has 

been over wrecks and reefs inside the 

shipping channel. Big sea bass have been 

caught in the same locations and that 

season will open on May 19. 

SURF FISHING Several small rockfish were 

caught from Herring Point on down to 

Fenwick Island. Bloodworms were the top 

bait and they also produced a few kings. 

 

Tips and Tackle 
Rod Cleaning & Maintenance  

By Ron Crandall  

We have had a lot of requests about what is 

the best way to maintain a Rod in order to 

have it last for a Lifetime - assuming you 

don't break it.  

New Rods:  

1. Apply a paste wax (not a liquid) to 

the rod and the base of the guides only (not 

on guides)  

2. Apply paraffin wax to the screw 

threads of the reel seat. This will allow for 

smooth operation and less wear.  

3. For a rod with glass or graphite 

ferrules, apply paraffin wax to the ferrules.  

4. For a rod with metal ferrules, use 

only skin oil on the ferrules. Apply by 

rubbing the male end of the ferrule in hair 

or, lacking that, rub on a forehead. This will 

apply a minuscule amount of oil to the 

ferrule. This is all you need.  

 

After fishing, do the following:  

1. Remove the reel and clean any 

sand or grit from the reel seat with an old 

toothbrush, or a paint or acid brush that has 

bristles cut short (for stiffness).  

2. Spray the rod with Salt Away, then 

rinse. This breaks down an amazing amount 

of salt that you didn't realize was on the rod.  

3. Take the rod into the shower with 

you and clean it thoroughly with a 

toothbrush.  

4. Naturally, dry it before putting it 

away.  

For Older, Abused Rods:  

1. Apply Corrosion-X to any corrosion 

build-up on metal ferrules, reel seats and 

guides. Let sit overnight. Scrub with a 

toothbrush and rinse.  

2. (Tip: WD40 or Simple Green do not 

work as well as Corrosion-X)  

3. Install a rod butt cap if missing. 

Caps are available through tackle shops.  

4. After the rod is free of corrosion 

and thoroughly clean, proceed to treat it as 

if it were a new rod.  

Other considerations:  

New rods have a single coat of epoxy 

covering the rod and guide wrapping. This 

epoxy will chip off with use, exposing the 

uncoated surfaces to moisture. Moisture will 

get under the epoxy and lift it off, 

deteriorating the guide wrapping and 

causing the guides to come loose. You need 

to seal the chipped epoxy immediately. 

Applying paste wax will help, or clean the 

chip with alcohol, and apply a coat of U-40 

Permagloss one-part urethane rod finish.  

Inexpensive rods are more prone to chipping 

than expensive rods. But, treating an 

inexpensive rod as described above will 

allow you to keep it for a Lifetime.  

 

 DNR in the News 

Chesapeake Bay Blue Crab 

Population Remains Low 

The Maryland Department of Natural 

Resources today released the 2014 Blue 

Crab Winter Dredge Survey results, which 

showed the abundance of spawning-age 

females was 69 million, declining just below 

the minimum safe level of 70 million. 

While the crabbing harvest remained at a 

safe level for the sixth consecutive year, and 

juvenile crabs increased 78 percent from 

2013's record low, the total abundance of 

crabs — which include juveniles, and adult 

males and females - has returned to pre-

2008 levels of approximately 300 million. 

The results illustrate the inherent variability 

of the Blue Crab population and the ever-

present complexities of managing this 

dynamic fishery. There are a suite of 

environmental factors that could be 

contributing to the low crab abundance, 

including the unusually cold winter, coastal 

currents, weather patterns and natural 

predators. 

The long cold winter appears to be one 

cause of the low abundance level. Low water 

temperatures resulted in one of the worst 

cold-kill events since the start of the survey 

in 1990, causing the death of an estimated 

28 percent of adult crabs in Maryland.  

This decline in spawning age females will be 

the biggest factor in determining new 

management actions by Maryland, Virginia 

and the Potomac River Fisheries Commission 

to increase reproductive potential in 2014 

and 2015.  

"Since crab harvests remained at safe levels, 

our scientists believe an array of 
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environmental factors impacted Blue Crab 

abundance," said DNR Secretary Joe Gill. 

"With the number of spawning age crabs 

low, and juveniles at pre-2008 levels for two 

years running, we will be working with our 

partners and stakeholders to develop 

adaptive management strategies that will 

protect the next generation of spawners." 

Maryland, Virginia and the Potomac River 

Fisheries Commission remain committed to 

collaborating on a two-pronged management 

approach. The first action will be to protect 

the adult females that will be spawning this 

summer. The second will be designed to 

protect the current population of juvenile 

females through next spring, to build up the 

female population that will spawn in 2015. 

The three jurisdictions will be consulting 

further with scientists and stakeholders to 

identify the specific actions to be 

implemented. 

"Even though our 2008 conservation 

measures were designed to allow for 

naturally occurring fluctuations in Crabs, 

these results are not what we had hoped to 

see," said DNR Fisheries Director Tom 

O'Connell. "What is most important here is 

that the structure we put into place to 

cooperatively manage this fishery is strong, 

and that we continue to work with our 

partners and stakeholders to initiate a new 

stock assessment that could help evaluate 

our current management framework." 

"This is disappointing news. This is the 

population's response to the Chesapeake 

Bay's constantly changing ecosystem," said 

Virginia Marine Resources Commissioner 

John Bull. "We are now in a position to focus 

on the depleted adult females and move 

forward to increase protection of the next 

generation." 

DNR and the Virginia Institute of Marine 

Science have conducted the primary 

assessment of the Bay's Blue Crab 

population annually since 1990. The survey 

employs crab dredges to sample Blue Crabs 

at 1,500 sites throughout the Chesapeake 

Bay from December through March. 

Sampling during winter when Blue Crabs are 

usually buried in the mud and stationary, 

allows scientists to develop, with good 

precision, estimates of the number of Crabs 

present in the Bay. 

The Chesapeake Bay Stock Assessment 

Committee, supported by NOAA's 

Chesapeake Bay Office, is reviewing the 

data; their 2014 Blue Crab Advisory Report 

is expected to be released in early summer. 

Since 2011, Governor O'Malley and the 

Maryland General Assembly have passed 

legislation that increased enforcement 

authority and penalties for egregious 

violations of striped bass, oyster and blue 

crab regulations and important measures to 

increase efficiency, flexibility and 

accountability in Maryland's commercial 

fishing license system. 

In 2008, NOAA's National Marine Fisheries 

Service responded to Governor O'Malley's 

request for disaster assistance funding for 

watermen impacted by the declining Blue 

Crab population. With support from Senator 

Barbara Mikulski and Maryland's 

Congressional Delegation, DNR received $15 

million to assist management efforts and 

mitigate the impacts from the Blue Crab 

fishery disaster. In 2009 and 2010, 

Governor O'Malley and the Maryland General 

Assembly also directed $6 million in capital 

funding toward these efforts. In further 

support of the industry, last year DNR 

launched the True Blue labeling and 

promotion program that will let restaurant-

goers know whether their seafood dishes use 

meat from Maryland blue crabs or less 

expensive crabmeat from abroad. 

. 

Classified Ads 

Charter Services 

Island Queen Inland Charters 

Bay and Sound Fishing &Cruises 

Chincoteague Island, VA 

Captain Charlie Koski - 757-990-2404                  

www.islandqueeninlandcharters.com 

 

Fishing Equipment 

 

Commercial Supporters 
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2014 Chapter Officers 
President: Ed Susa 

Phone: 301-253-5597 

E-mail: esusa99@yahoo.com 

Senior Vice President: Rob Pellicot 

Phone: 301-606-0392 

E-mail: robert.pellicot@wellsfargo.com 

Secretary: Clyde Hunt 

Phone: 240-674-8646 

E-mail: secretary@mssafrederick.com 

Treasurer: Jim Bremer 

Phone: 301-728-7853 

E-mail: jbremer@fgmc.com 

2014 Board of Directors 
Jodie Ammerman (Membership Coordinator) 

Phone: 240-723-0853 

E-mail: JPAmmerman@aol.com 

Chris Linetty  - Phone: 301-824-7050 

E-mail: retriever@myactv.net 

Bob Pellicot - Phone: 301-606-6200 

E-Mail: rpellicot@shockleyhonda.com 

Fred Keene - Phone: 304-856-2596 

E-mail: poppafred4@frontiernet.net 

Walt Shaw - Phone: 301-662-4481 

E-Mail: floshaw@cescomputers.net 

Jeff Townsend - Phone: 410-903-9416 

Email: kindjt@peoplepc.com 

Neal Ammerman - Phone: 240-832-3671 

E-mail: JPAmmerman@aol.com 

Chris Conway - Phone: 301-704-4196 
E-mail: twitty044@yahoo.com 



FREDERICK MSSA CHAPTER - 2014 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
www.mssafrederick.com 

 

  March 6, 2014 

JANUARY 11  - Dinner Dance - Frederick Moose Club 
17 - Frederick Board Meeting  
18  - Fredrick Chapter Fishing Expo – Frederick Fair Grou nds  
25-26 - Kent Island Chapter Flea Market 
23-26 - Baltimore Boat Show – Baltimore Convention Center 

FEBRUARY  1-3 - MSSA Convention, Annapolis, MD  

  1 - Tri State Marine Flea Market – Free in Deale MD 
12 - Frederick Meeting -  
19 - Frederick Board Meeting 
15-16 - Pasadena Flea Market – Earleigh Heights Fire Co, Pasadena, MD 
22 - Dorchester County Flea Market – American Legion Post 91 – Cambridge, MD 
22 - Saltwater Fishing Expo Annapolis Elks #622 – Edgewater MD 

 
MARCH 5 - Frederick Board Meeting 

12 - Frederick Meeting 
15-16 - Essex/Middle River Flea Market 
22-23 - Southern MD Fishing Fair – Solomons Fire Hall 
 

APRIL     2 - Frederick Board Meeting  
  5 - Frederick Shakedown Cruise/Brunch – Sandy Point  
  9 - Frederick Meeting 
19 - Opening Day - Striped Bass Season 
 

MAY  2-4 - 30th Annual MSSA Spring Tournament – Solomons   
  7 - Frederick Board Meeting 
14 - Frederick Meeting 
15-18  - Chapter Flounder Tournament – Chincoteague  
 

JUNE    4 - Frederick Board Meeting 
11 - Frederick Meeting 
20-22 - 21th Annual MSSA Tunament – Ocean City & Wachapreague 
 

JULY    2 - Frederick Board Meeting   
 9 - Frederick Meeting 
 

AUGUST   6 - Frederick Board Meeting 
13 - Frederick Meeting 
23   - 4rd Annual MSSA Beach N Boat Flounder Tournament – Ocean City 
 

SEPTEMBER   3 - Frederick Board Meeting 
10 - Frederick Meeting  
13 - Chapter Crab Feast and Picnic 
 

OCTOBER  1 - Frederick Board Meeting 
 4-11 - Chapter North Carolina King Mackerel Tournamen t  
15 - Frederick Meeting 
 

NOVEMBER  5 - Frederick Board Meeting 
  12 - Frederick Meeting 

21-23 - 19th Annual MSSA Fall Tournament   
  

DECEMBER  3 - Frederick Board Meeting 
10         - Frederick Meeting 

 
 


