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President’s Message 
 
Well, the 2015 fishing season has begun 
with a bag of mixed results for many of us. 
Some are catching fish, some are not and 
some are looking forward to their first 
keeper of the year. The new regulations 
have certainly proved to be a trying 
experience as many find their catch to be in 
the “slot” between 36” and 40”. It seems 
that the 25% reduction is working well for 
the fish, but, not so good for the fisherman. 
Therefore, be reminded to measure your fish 
accurately and use special care when 
handling or releasing your fish so that we 
may catch their young some day.  
 
As many of you read this, 27 of our 
members will have their boats down in 
Solomon’s for our annual spring rockfish 
tournament, which coincides with the Main’s 
“Champion of the Chesapeake” tournament. 
This is another great turnout for our chapter 
with close to 70 of us having dinner at the 
firehouse Friday night. What a great event 
that will have over $2000 in prizes to raffle, 
a great catered meal and an evening filled 
with stories and surely a little BS. Good luck 
to all and please be safe out on the water. 
 
In two short weeks, we hit the road again 
for our annual flounder tournament, out of 
Chincoteague. Just another great event of 
weekend fishing put together by our 
chapter. Let’s all hope that some warm 
weather continues so that the flounder will 
be moving in from their winter grounds and 
plentiful. 
 
Some of us attended the Captain’s meeting 
at AllTackle Tuesday night to get our 
packages for the Main tournament. As we 
mingled with many fellow fisherman and 
members from the various other chapters, it 
was apparent that they recognized what a 
dynamite chapter we are. Numerous 

comments about how active we are, how 
organized we are and how well attended our 
events are was certainly a testament to the 
great members we have. So, a BIG thanks 
to all who organize, participate and are 
members of the greatest chapter in the 
MSSA. 
 
Good luck this season and……………………FISH 
HARD! 
Ed 

Next Meeting 
May 13, 2015  

Food Service begins at 6:15 PM 

Meeting at 7:00 PM 

 

Speaker:  

Captain Ryan Knapp from Top Dog 

Sportfishing 

Capt. Ryan has been fishing the waters off of 
Maryland his entire life with his Grandfather 
and Uncle who both owned offshore boats in 
Ocean City. In 2009 he started his time as a 
full time professional fisherman under the 
wing of Capt. Joe Riley on the Muff Diver and 
remained there once Capt. Joe decided to 

retire and Owner/Capt. Wayne Bradford took 
over. This past season Ryan ended his time 
with Muff Diver to join a comptetive 
traveling team/boat, the “Top Dog”. Capt. 
Ryan’s fishing carrer has carried to just 
about every state on the East Coast, as well 
as Texas, Guatemala, Mexico, and the 
Bahamas. He specializes in dead bait trolling 
for billfish and pelagics 

Vendor: 
Ken from Reel Draggin Tackle 

www.reeldraggintackle.com 

 
Dinner Menu: Tacos 

 

Chicken and Beef 
Lettuce  
Tomato 
Shredded Cheese 
Sour Cream 
 

April Raffle Winners: 

Rod and Reel Combo- Bobby Hurt 
Umbrella Rig- Kriss Hafer 
Smoove Wax and Sponge- Brian Jenkins 
Long Nose Pliers- John Kisner 
5 Gallon Bucket Lid/ Fish Off Gloves- Gordon       
Jernigan 
Ladies Berkeley Gloves/ Line Counter- Tyler 
Stevens 
Penn Rod and Reel Cleaner- Brian Buckman 
 

 

 50/50 Raffle: Tony Tolbert 
 

 

 Attendance at April Meeting: 83 

 

 

 Directions To Meeting at the Frederick 
Moose Lodge: – Map  
From Frederick, take I-70 east 
to exit 56 (Rt. 144W). Turn slight right onto 
MD-144. Go 0.8 miles to 828 E. Patrick 
St. on the left 
 

Chapter News 

 

Chapter Spring 

Tournament Information – 

The Spring Rockfish Tournament is about to 

kick off. To all of our members who are 

entered in our tournament and/or the Main 

MSSA tournament we wish you the best of 

luck.  

 
Keep in mind; the Main MSSA has an awards 
party at Kurtz Beach. This party is free for 
Captains, and $20 for all others. It is all you 
can eat, and there is a Chinese raffle with 
$2000 in cash, and other nice prizes, as well 
as a 50/50 raffle. 
 

Chapter Flounder 
Tournament Information- 

Our chapter flounder tournament, now called 
The Flounder Frenzy, will take place in 
Chincoteague, VA May 15-17.  We currently 
have 19 boats signed up this year.  We will 
also have a kids division for the 2nd year in a 
row. Most participants will stay at the SEA 
HAWK MOTEL, although some of our chapter 
members have their own vacation places on 
the island.  

The last day to sign up for the tournament 
will be May 6 at the regular Chapter 
meeting. 

If you have any questions please contact 
Jodie Ammerman at. 
jpammerman@aol.com.  
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Fishing Reports 

 

Ocean City Action 

 
Report from Oyster Bay Tackle 

 

SATURDAY, April 25, 2015 

 
"Capt. Mark Hoos on the charter boat, 
"Marli" reported that they caught their limit 
of striped bass while trolling tandem 
parachutes off Cove Point in 70 to 100-feet 
of water. The "Marli is sailing out of 
Solomon's Island. 
 
Stripers and bluefish are being caught off 
the beach outside of the Indian River Inlet. A 
lot of bunker in the area. 
 
Black drum are being caught off the beach 
on Assateague Island. Stripers are also 
being hooked, but most have been under the 
legal limit. A few keepers have been mixed 
in. Bluefish have also been hitting on fresh 

bunker. 
 
2:40 PM - The charter boat, "Fish Bound" 
returned with a boat limit of 
32 tautog and a few cod after fishing on 
ocean structure in 49-degree water with 
white crabs. Largest tog weighed 9 lbs. 
 
4:53 PM - Outside of a few boats mugging 
up the tautog on ocean structure, there 
wasn't a whole lot going on today. The 
charter boat, "Get Sum" ventured down to 
the bay behind Assateague Island and 
released a short striper. Capt. Nick reported 
water temperatures between 48 and 53-
degrees. He did say that he spoke to one 
angler who ended up with 2 keepers. 
 
"I would check out around the Rt. 90 Bridge, 
even if it is casting for smaller stripers 
around the pilings. This is the time of year 
when the stripers are typically in that area 
and throwing bucktails or lures can be a lot 
of fun." 

 
http://www.oysterbaytackle.com 

 

 

Maryland DNR Fishing 

Report 

 
Maryland Weekly Fishing Report 

Overview | April 29, 2015  
 

  

The transition from somewhat fussy April 

weather to what we all expect to be a balmy 

May continues to be a back and forth but 
somewhat steady progression towards 

milder weather. Last week's cold front that 
gave us chilly night time temperatures did 
not do good things for the previous week's 
striped bass spawn. The good news is that 
this year's spawn has been protracted due to 
cooler water temperatures and the next 
wave of striped bass began to spawn 
yesterday in the Choptank, Nanticoke, 
Patuxent and Potomac Rivers.  

Cold nighttime temperatures, cold local 
runoff and increased water releases from the 
Conowingo Dam have the Susquehanna 
River and flats fisheries in a bit of a seesaw 
pattern lately for hickory shad and striped 
bass catch and release fishing. Water 

temperatures took a nose dive last week and 
stained water tended to prevail in the flats 
and lower Susquehanna River area. Hickory 
shad catch and release success tends to be 
based on warmer water temperatures at 
Deer and Octoraro Creeks as well as the 
Susquehanna. Striped Bass catch and 
release success tends to be based on water 
clarity and to a lesser degree, water 
temperature. It can be frustrating for 
anglers traveling a distance in hopes of 
some fun catch and release fishing and 
about the best one can do is look for warm 
sunny days and keep watch on dam releases 
and rain events. The striped bass catch and 
release fishery will only get better in the 
next week as more adult fish move into the 
region to spawn. Another fishery to look 
forward to is the arrival of the spawning 
white perch which as are most spawning 
runs this year, late. This fishery should begin 
to develop in the Susquehanna River shortly.  

Trolling for striped bass in the upper bay has 
been good recently as fish move up the bay 
towards the Susquehanna/Elk River 
spawning areas. There has been a lot of 
action on the eastern side of the bay 
recently with the channel edges near Love 
Point getting a lot of attention. Boats have 
also been catching fish at the Dumping 
Grounds and to a lesser extent along the 
Podickory Point channel edge. In most areas 
there tends to be a thermocline at about 25' 
and bait in the form of menhaden has been 
showing up on depth finders above that 
mark. John Barbare holds up a nice 42" 
striped bass he caught in the upper bay 
recently.  

Jellyfish have been troublesome above and 
below the Bay Bridge fouling lines and 
demanding attention to clear lines. 
Unfortunately the tidal current lines along 
steep channel edges are where the jellyfish 
tend to be swept along by the current and 
are most abundant. The jellyfish that are 
being encountered are called winter jellyfish 
in the Chesapeake Bay and they are usually 
seen from November to May. They usually 
do not grow any larger than 6" in diameter 

and have a reddish center and are capable 
of a mild sting. There may be a lot of them 

this year due to an abundance of 
zooplankton that has occurred following this 
past winter's snow and rain runoff. Anyone 
who has fished the mouth of the Chesapeake 
or along the coast, most likely has seen this 
same jellyfish in a much larger form, the 
lion's mane jellyfish. At times they can grow 
to be 2' in diameter and carry a full load of 
stinging tentacles that are the bane of 
surfers, swimmers and gillnetters. The 
stinging cells are called nematocysts and 
each cell has a harpoon like filament that 
punctures the skin and causes the sting and 
they do not need to be attached to the 
jellyfish to do their job. The sea nettle that 
summer time swimmers in the bay are so 
familiar with carries the same type of 
stinging nematocyst cells.  

Some of the traditional hot spots below the 
Bay Bridge continue to produce this year and 
the channel edge near Bloody Point south to 
Buoy 83 is no exception. Most are trolling a 
mixed spread of white and chartreuse 
bucktails and parachutes dressed with sassy 
shads. Thomas Point usually catches the 
attention of more than a few boats and 
presents another steep channel edge to 
check. A few larger fish are moving out of 
the Choptank and Nanticoke from last 
week's spawn and the False Channel is a 
good place to try for post spawn Choptank 
fish leaving the river and Tangier Sound for 
the Nanticoke River post spawn fish.  

The western side of the shipping channel is 
always a good place to troll from Breezy 
Point south to Point No Point. Strong 
westerly winds make this side of the bay a 
sweet spot for boats coming out of western 
shore ports. It is nice to be on the leeward 
side of the bay in such a blow. The fish tend 
to be in the top 25' of water so early 
morning trolling and planer boards are a 
definite asset to productive fishing. The 
steep edge of the shipping channel on the 
eastern side of the bay from Taylor's Island 
south to the HI Buoy and Buoy 72 have also 
been productive places to troll. David 
Roberts is all smiles with this beautiful 45" 
striped bass he caught near Cove Point.  

The channel edges out in front of St. 
Georges Island and Piney Point have usually 
been excellent places to troll for post spawn 
striped bass coming down the Potomac and 
this year is no exception. There has been 
good fishing success there this week and the 
action will continue as long as striped bass 
are moving down the river. There have been 
rumors about the first croaker being caught 
recently in the Point Lookout area and this 
area is where the season's first croakers are 
seen. This past week there has been good 
croaker fishing near several of Virginia's tidal 
rivers and some of that action will be drifting 
north as Maryland's waters warm up.  
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Virginia Beach Action  

 
Weekly Sportfishing Rundown 
24 April 2015 

At last! Catches are improving most 
everywhere as the spring fishing scene 
finally comes to life. 

Tautog is still the biggest draw this week, as 
the bite within Bay waters continues to 
sizzle. But don’t wait too long to target these 
fish since the season closes on the 1st of 
May. Excellent catches are coming from the 
structure and pilings of the Bay Bridge 
Tunnel and several lower Bay wrecks. 
Anglers using fiddler crabs and blue crabs 
are experiencing steady action, with easy 
limits of fish ranging from around four to 8-
pounds. Scattered catches to 10-pounds are 
also coming from these same areas. The 
larger tog continue to come from offshore 
deep water wrecks, but the action is much 
slower, with both seabass and cod also 
competing for offerings on these structures. 
Seabass will remain out of season until May.  

The flounder bite is still emerging in lower 
Bay waters. Scattered keepers are rewarding 
those who put in their time along the 
Eastern Shore seaside inlets, Oyster, 
Magothy Bay, and Back River Reef. Some 
decent flatfish ranging up to around 21-
inches are coming from both Rudee and 
Lynnhaven Inlets on strip bait and minnows. 
This action should continue to improve as 
the water warms up.  

Red drum remain active along the barrier 
islands of the Eastern Shore, with some nice 
fish taking offerings mostly among the 
breakers off Smith and Fisherman’s Islands. 
Peeler crabs, blue crabs, and bunker fished 
on the bottom will give you a chance at 
tangling with a bull red. Although the action 
is not hot yet, the red drum bite will only 
improve over the weeks ahead. Some 
smaller black drum are also hitting in these 
same areas.  

The lower Bay Rivers are giving up good 
numbers of croaker, while Little Creek, 
Ocean View and Buckroe anglers are finding 
medium-sized hardheads on bloodworms 
and squid, especially at night. Casters 
working the surflines along the oceanfront 
are also finding some willing croaker 
recently, along with some nice snapper-sized 
bluefish. Big bluefish are also thrilling 
anglers within Rudee this week. Puppy drum 
are hitting in Rudee, Lynnhaven, and Little 
Creek Inlets on topwater lures and grubs.  

Folks will likely show little interest when the 
Bay trophy striped bass season begins on 

May 1st, but if you plan to target these fish, 
be sure to get your Trophy striped bass 

permit and review the changes in this year’s 
rockfish regulations.  

Tilefish, grouper, black-bellied rosefish, and 
other deep water bottom species are still 
available in water over 50 fathoms near the 
Canyon. As the dogfish begin to move out 
this month, more boats will venture out to 
try their luck.  

Offshore action is heading our way as boats 
running to Carolina are finding a mixed bag 
of yellowfin tuna, blackfin tuna, and bluefin 
tuna. Gaffer mahi are beginning to show, 
along with scattered wahoo. A few boats 
from Virginia will test some warmer water 
moving into range near the Cigar this week 
in hopes of finding tuna.  

http://www.drjball.com 

 

DNR in the News 

Chesapeake Bay Blue Crab 
Population Shows Modest 
Improvement 
April 27, 2015  
 
Adult females are no longer depleted, but 
remain at low levels. 
 
The Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources today released the 2015 Blue 
Crab Winter Dredge Survey results, which 
showed the abundance of spawning-age 
females was 101 million, a substantial rise 
from 2014 when adult females were 
considered depleted. Despite the increase, 
the number of adult females remains well 
below the peak abundances observed in 
2010 and 2011 and below the established 
target level of 215 million crabs. 
Juvenile crabs increased 35 percent from 
2014, and more than doubled from the 
record low in 2013.  The 2015 juvenile 
abundance of 269 million crabs is just above 
the 26 year average of 261 million.  The 
total abundance of crabs — which include 
juveniles, and adult males and females – 
was approximately 411 million. The crabbing 
harvest remained at a safe level for the 
seventh consecutive year. 

These results, taken in historical context, 
illustrate the inherent variability of the blue 
crab population and the complexities of 
managing this dynamic fishery. A number of 
environmental factors contribute to crab 
abundance, including winter temperatures, 
coastal currents, weather patterns and 
natural predators. 

Once again, weather contributed to 
substantial mortality. It is estimated that 19 

percent of adult crabs perished in the cold 
temperatures this past winter. 
“Despite the harsh winter temperatures, we 
are pleased that crab numbers increased,” 
said DNR Secretary Mark Belton. “This is 
good news for the crabs and for Marylanders 
who enjoy them all summer long.” 
Maryland, Virginia and the Potomac River 
Fisheries Commission remain committed to 
collaborating on the management of the blue 
crab population, added Secretary Belton. 
In May, the Chesapeake Bay Stock 
Assessment Committee (CBSAC) will conduct 
a complete examination of the blue crab 
data including dredge survey results and 
complete 2014 harvest information. The 
results of this analysis will be presented in 
the 2015 Blue Crab Advisory Report due out 
in early summer.  Maryland officials will 
evaluate the results of the report, review 
input from stakeholders and work with 
partners for the long-term health of the 
species. 
University of Maryland Center for 
Environmental Science Chesapeake 
Biological Laboratory professor Tom Miller 
noted that: “Managers acted to ensure the 
crab stock is no longer depleted as it was 
last year, and if we maintain exploitation 
rates close to the target the crab population 
will continue to increase over the long term.” 
DNR and the Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science have conducted the primary 
assessment of the Bay’s blue crab population 
annually since 1990. The survey employs 
crab dredges to sample at 1,500 sites 
throughout the Chesapeake Bay from 
December through March. Sampling during 
winter, when blue crabs are usually buried in 
the mud and stationary, allows scientists to 
develop, with good precision, estimates of 
the number of crabs present in the Bay. 
Complete survey results are available at 
http://dnr2.maryland.gov/fisheries/Pages/bl
ue-crab/dredge.aspx. 
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2015 Chapter Officers 
President: Ed Susa 

Phone: 301-253-5597 

E-mail: esusa99@yahoo.com 

Senior Vice President: Rob Pellicot 

Phone: 301-606-0392 

E-mail: r.pellicot@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Jim Lorditch 

Phone: 443-277-5289 

E-mail: secretary@mssafrederick.com 

Treasurer: Jim Bremer 

Phone: 301-728-7853 

E-mail: jbremer@fgmc.com 

2015 Board of Directors 
Jodie Ammerman (Membership Coordinator) 

Phone: 240-723-0853 

E-mail: JPAmmerman@aol.com 

Chris Linetty - Phone: 301-824-7050 

E-mail: retriever@myactv.net 

Bob Pellicot - Phone: 301-606-6200 

E-Mail: r.pellicot@yahoo.com 

Fred Keene - Phone: 304-856-2596 

E-mail: poppafred4@frontiernet.net 

Walt Shaw - Phone: 301-662-4481 

E-Mail: floshaw@cescomputers.net 

Jeff Townsend - Phone: 410-903-9416 

Email: kindjt@peoplepc.com 

  Neal Ammerman - Phone: 240-832-3671 

E-mail: JPAmmerman@aol.com 

Chris Conway - Phone: 301-704-4196 
E-mail: twitty044@yahoo.com 
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  November 11, 2014 

JANUARY 10 - Dorchester County Flea Market – American Legion Post 91 – Cambridge, MD 
14 - Frederick Meeting 
17  - Fredrick Chapter Fishing Expo – Frederick Fair Grounds 
21 - Frederick Board Meeting 
24-25 - Kent Island Chapter Flea Market 
29-2/1 - Baltimore Boat Show – Baltimore Convention Center 

FEBRUARY 1-3 - MSSA Convention Center, Annapolis, MD  

11 - Frederick Meeting 
15 - Frederick Board Meeting 
14-15 - Pasadena Flea Market – Earleigh Heights Fire Co, Pasadena, MD 
21 - Saltwater Fishing Expo Annapolis Elks #622 – Edgewater MD 
21-22 - Tri State Marine Flea Market – Deale MD 
28  - Dinner Dance - Frederick Moose Club 

 
MARCH  

11 - Frederick Meeting 
14-15 - Essex/Middle River Flea Market 
18 - Frederick Board Meeting 
28-29 - Southern MD Fishing Fair – Solomons Fire Hall 
 

APRIL   
  4 - Frederick Shakedown Cruise/Brunch – Sandy Point  
  8 - Frederick Meeting 
11 - Frederick Board Meeting  
18 - Opening Day - Striped Bass Season 
 

MAY    1-3 - 31th Annual MSSA Spring Tournament – Solomons   
13 - Frederick Meeting 
15-17  - Chapter Flounder Tournament – Chincoteague  
20 - Frederick Board Meeting 

 
JUNE  10 - Frederick Meeting 

17 - Frederick Board Meeting 
19-21 - 22nd Annual MSSA Tunament – Ocean City & Wachapreague 
 

JULY    8 - Frederick Meeting   
15 - Frederick Board Meeting 
24-26    - Chapter Cobia Tournament in Kiptopeke, Va 
 

AUGUST 12 - Frederick Meeting 
19 - Frederick Board Meeting 
22   - 4th Annual MSSA Beach N Boat Flounder Tournament – Ocean City 
 

SEPTEMBER   9 - Frederick Meeting 
16 - Frederick Board Meeting 
12 - Chapter Crab Feast and Picnic 
 

OCTOBER  3-10 - Chapter North Carolina King Mackerel Tournament  
14 - Frederick Meeting 
21 - Frederick Board Meeting 
 

NOVEMBER 11 - Frederick Meeting 
  18 - Frederick Board Meeting 

20-22 - 20
th
 Annual MSSA Fall Tournament   

  
DECEMBER   9 - Frederick Meeting 

16         - Frederick Board Meeting 
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