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President’s Message  

 
Fall is here, the weather has begun to cool 
down, just as a few things are start heating 
up for the MSSA and our chapter. The fish 
and bait have begun schooling up in the 
rivers and throughout the bay, with some of 
the best fishing of the year about to begin. 
We all hope that the fall run of the big 
stripers feeding on all the bait will result in a 
great experience for us all. The Main’s Fall 
Classic Tournament on November 21 & 22 
will give us the opportunity to catch a fish of 
our lifetime and hopefully put some decent 
cash in one of our member’s pockets. It’s 
truly a great tournament (weather 
permitting), the captains meetings are a 
must attend and I hope that many of us get 
the chance to participate. 
 
For those of you who didn’t attend the last 
meeting or fish the Mackerel Tournament 
out of Harker’s Island, the weather had a 
significant impact on our week and the 
fishing was tough to say the least. Even so, 
we all had a great time hanging out, eating 

some great food, socializing and catching a 
few fish as a club. Regardless, it was a club 
thing and hopefully everyone enjoyed 
participating as a club. Congratulations to all 
the money winners. 
 
As for our chapter, we have some big events 
coming up and we need everyone to support 
these by either attending or volunteering a 
couple hours of their time. First, our 7th 
annual Fishing Expo and Seminars will be 
held at the Frederick County Fairgrounds on 
January 16, 2016. We need everyone’s 
support with getting the word out, putting 
up signs, getting fliers out in your favorite 
establishments and other general duties to 
make this a success. Signup sheets for 
volunteers will be out at our December 
meeting. Next is our annual dinner dance. 
This year’s event will be held on February 
27, 2016 at the Frederick Moose Lodge. 
Planning for this event is still in progress 
and updates will be provided as they are 
confirmed. Tickets will be on sale starting in 
at the December meeting. 
 
Hope everyone has some great fishing this 
fall and most importantly when you 
fish…..FISH HARD! 
 
Ed 

Next Meeting 
 

Date: November 11, 2015 

Food Service begins at 6:15 PM 

Meeting at 7:00 PM 

 

Speaker:  
Matt Marceron and Tom 
Jones of All In Charters 
 

Vendor: Marty’s of Edgewater 
 
 
Dinner Menu: 
Hot Roast Beef Sandwiches  
Mashed Potatoes w/ Gravy 

Corn 
Salad  
Dessert 

 
Attendance at October Meeting:  53 
 
Raffle Winners:  
Penn Rod & Reel- Charles Lategani 
Fish Off Gloves- Mike Luzier 
Spankin Stripers Lures- Brian Conway 
14.5” Hook remover- Brian Jenkins 
Gander Mountain Lure bag- Stephanie 
Schaller 
Berkely Difital Scale- Chuck Mullaney 
Bust Em Baits- Ed Susa 
Loaded Umbrella Rig- Neal Ammerman 
 
50/50 Raffle: Gary Hanson $78 
 

 

 Directions To Meeting at the Frederick 
Moose Lodge: – Map  
From Frederick, take I-70 east 
to exit 56 (Rt. 144W). Turn slight right 
onto MD-144. Go 0.8 miles to 828 E. 
Patrick St. on the left 

 
 

Frederick MSSA King 

Mackerel Tournament 

Results 

 

Calcutta Winner-  
Neal Ammerman $1500 

 
King Mackerel  
1st Place- Neal Ammerman 

$850.00 
2nd Place- Chris Conway- 
$525.00 
3rd Place- Chuck Mullaney 

 
Cobia Calcutta 
Chris Conway $375.00 

 
Spanish Mackerel Calcutta 
Neal Ammerman $375.00 
 

Daily Number Winner-  
Monday- None * 
Tuesday- None * 
Wednesday- None * 

Thursday- Chris Conway $400 
Friday- Chuck Mullaney  $400 
 

*The unclaimed Daily winners were split 

between the Thurs and Fri winners 

 
Monday Dinner Raffle Prizes 
Winners 

 
50/50- Chris Linetty $330.00 
Rod/Reel Combo- Bach Vu 

Digital Scale- Joe Bonifant 
Binoculars- Ed Norris 
Bait Net/ Gloves- Jim Lorditch 
King Gaff- Bobby Hurt 

King Lures/ Bag- Bobby Hurt 
Aluminum Pliers- Brian Conway 
Menhaden Milk/ Lures- Jim Lorditch 
Fighting Belt- Porter King 

Bean Bag- Ed Susa 
King Rigs w/ Cutter- Porter King 
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Fish Hook Grille Gift Cert.- Fred 

Keane 
EJW Micro Shirt- Bobby Hurt 
 

Wednesday Dinner Raffle Prize 
Winners 
 
50/50 Raffle- Chris Linetty $230 
Rod/ Reel Combo- Chris Conway 
Fighting Belt- Charlie Appleby 
Kingfish Bag- Joe Bonifant 
Vacuum Bagger- Rob Pellicot 
Handheld VHF- Blix Winston 
2 Dozen Baits- Chris Conway 
Pliers/ Gloves/ Rigs- Porter King 
Waterproof Bag- Ed Norris 
Bait Net/ Gloves- Charlie Appleby 
King Gaff- Brian Conway 
Pliers/Boga/Rigs- Bobby Hurt 
Fish Hook Grill Gift Cert.- Mark Spence 
EJW Micro Shirt- Bach Vu 
Tackle Bag- Neal Ammerman 
 

 

Fishing Reports 
 

Ocean City Action 

 
Oyster Bay Tackle 
November 2,2015 
 
We had reports of a couple of small red 
drum caught from the Ocean City beach. 
Lots of small blues in the surf and a few 
short stripers. The South jetty area is 
producing some keeper togs and a few 
stripers. 
Oyster Bay Tackle finally got a shipment of 
green crabs and we have live sand fleas. 
The 2nd-4th bulkhead and the Route 50 
bridge continues to produce a few keeper 
togs and lots of throwbacks. We were all 
hoping for the late October flounder run, but 
it just did not happen. Striper fishing should 
improve as the water temperature falls over 
the next few weeks. 
 

 

 

Maryland DNR Fishing 

Report 
 

Maryland Weekly Fishing Report 

Overview November 4, 2015 

H.L. Mencken was one of the most influential 
American writers of the 1st half of the 20th 
century and was known as the "Sage of 

Baltimore". He once wrote that the 
Chesapeake Bay was "an immense protein 

factory". On this past Saturday at the mouth 
of the Choptank River, I felt I had been 
drawn into what might be best described as 
a huge protein feeding frenzy. Striped bass, 
sea gulls, baitfish and fishermen in all 
manner of boats ranging from large charter 
boats to small aluminum jon boats were all 
sucked into a vortex of absolute mayhem. A 
strong ebbing tide was pushing a variety of 
baitfish down the river into the masses of 
striped bass which in turn drew the sea gulls 
and finally the fishermen. The gulls dove 
into the surface action with total abandon as 
baitfish found themselves at the surface with 
nowhere to go. Small striped bass in the 16" 
size range commanded the top layer of 
action and larger 20" plus stripers held 
deeper and seemed satisfied to pick away at 
deeper hapless bait. Running through all of 
this were the fishermen. At any given time 
60 to 70 boats could be seen in close 
proximity and the transoms of charter boats 
revealed ports as far away as the lower 
Potomac River. Most boats were trolling 
deep with umbrella rigs and as we vertical 
jigged; passing charter boats could be seen 
with as many as four excited anglers set into 
fish and mates scrambling to haul rigs and 
fish into the cockpit. It was an epic scene 
not soon to be forgotten by anyone who was 
lucky enough to be there. November on the 
Chesapeake presents some of the finest 
striped bass action to be found anywhere; 
watch the tides and make time to get out on 
the water and enjoy all that Maryland has to 
offer before winter tightens in frosty grip on 
what is left of the fall fishing season. If you 
do not have a boat or a friend with a boat, 
there is some good shoreline action to be 
found and there are many charter boats 
more than willing to take you and your 
buddies out to the action.  
 
The upper bay offers a lot of different fishing 
opportunities this week and as usual striped 

bass are at the top of the list for most. 
There are striped bass spread throughout 
the entire bay region and its tidal rivers. 
Striped bass are being caught at the very 
head of the bay on topwater lures in the 
shallows outside of the Susquehanna Flats 
and shorelines with good current flow such 
as prominent points. Water temperatures 
are below 60° in most areas and a little 
lower in the tidal rivers. Small striped bass 
seem to be everywhere intercepting bait on 
top and are mixed with larger fish at times 
with the larger fish often being underneath. 
Trolling umbrella rigs and tandem rigged 
bucktails along channel edges has been a 
good tactic when suspended fish can be 
located on a depth finder. This time of the 
year when trying to locate suspended fish a 
good depth finder can be one of the most 
important pieces of equipment on a boat. 
Diving sea gulls and slicks are good things 
to lead the way and a depth finder will 
confirm suspicions when looking for fish to 

jig over. Most are using metal jigs with 
single hooks or with treble hooks with barbs 

flattened. This really helps with releasing 
sub-legal striped bass quickly and reduces 
damage to all striped bass that are being 
released.  
There have been good reports of striped 
bass action in all of the tidal rivers, 
Baltimore Harbor and bay locations such as 
Love Point and the Bay Bridge piers. White 
perch are schooling up near the rock piles at 
the Bay Bridge and many of the reefs and 
shoals between Baltimore Harbor and Rock 
Hall. Jigging with a heavy jig and dropper fly 
has been the most popular way to fish for 
white perch this fall. Using a sinker with two 
dropper flies is also an option, especially 
when fishing deep where currents are strong 
since it may take 3 ounces or better to get 
to the right depth.  
The middle bay region has a lot going on 
this week when it comes to fishing for 
striped bass in the fall. Water temperatures 
in the bay are holding near 60° at the 
surface and bottom and about 3° to 4° 
cooler in the tidal rivers. Bay anchovies and 
juvenile menhaden have been the food 
supply that has been fueling striped bass 
action for several weeks out in the bay; now 
bait is flowing out of the tidal rivers adding 
to the Chesapeake Bay smorgasbord. 
Striped bass of all sizes are packing on 
winter body stores and there is hardly a 
time of the year that striped bass look more 
filled out and rich in color than now.  
There are striped bass spread throughout 
the region and most tidal rivers have 
something going on. This is a time when 
having friends on a cell phone who will give 
you a call when they strike it rich with 
breaking fish of suitable sizes is a valuable 
asset. A good set of binoculars is also a 
good partner this time of the year. Of course 
action can occur on any good tide but if one 
was to place bets it would be on an ebbing 
tide at places where the current is moving at 
a fairly good clip. In most situations there 

are frisky striped bass in the 14" size range 
that are gobbling up any baitfish in sight on 
the surface. The larger fish in the 22" to 28" 
size range tend to be down deep close to the 
bottom making an ideal target for vertical 
jigging. In most cases 2 ounce jigs will get 
you to the bottom, but strong currents, 
water depths of 40' or more, and wind can 
make it hard to hold that jig straight down. 
Braid is a valuable asset along with a length 
of fluorocarbon leader. It is amazing how 
clear the water has been recently.  
Trolling is a good option this time of the 
year and is a popular way to put fish into 
the boat when a heated cabin invites one to 
sit back and wait for a rod to go down. This 
is a very popular tactic on charter boats 
because it produces fish consistently. Most 
success is coming from trolling umbrella 
rigs, flat lined and with inline weights to get 
them down.  
My fishing buddy and I talked ourselves into 
getting up early this past Saturday before 



 

 

  

- 3 - 

Frederick Chapter No. 22 of the MSSA                                                                        November 2015 

Daylight Savings Time kicked in to see if we 
could still find some early morning shallow 

bass action. The windward shores of the 
lower Choptank were a bit choppy and 
churned up but a trip to the leeward shores 
provided us with water clarity to 6' or better. 
It was impressive to look down and be able 
to see individual oysters on the bottom. The 
fish did not disappoint us with explosive 
crashing strikes at our topwater lures. Water 
temperatures continue to drop and it is 
anyone's guess how much longer the 
shallow topwater action will last but it is 
worth one more try before giving in to the 
typical fall jigging routine.  
 
 
In the lower bay region there is scattered 
striped bass action throughout the region 
but the major part of the action is occurring 
in the lower Potomac and Patuxent Rivers. 
Jigging and trolling along channel edges has 
been proving to be a good local choice. The 
jigging is occurring when suspended fish can 
be located by slicks or depth finder images. 
Trolling has mostly centered on umbrella 
rigs with inline weights. The eastern side of 
the bay has also been producing some 
action with breaking fish in the lower 
Hooper's Island area. The very last of the 
bluefish tend to be at the Middle Grounds 
and these are truly the tail end of the 2015 
bluefish. Trolling spoons and red surge tube 
lures behind inline weights or casting to 
them when they are chasing bait on the 
surface have been the most popular. No 
recent reports have come my way but 
chumming might be another option.  
Fishing for white perch in the tidal rivers on 
the eastern side of the bay and also Tangier 
Sound continues to be a fun option for those 
who love their bottom fishing. Jigging with 
dropper flies or a simple bottom rig baited 
with bloodworms or clams will usually put 
perch in the boat. The Patuxent River has 
been an excellent place to catch white perch 
this week and the tidal rivers and creeks 

leading into the lower Potomac also offer 
good fishing for white perch. The perch are 
schooling up near the river mouths on deep 
water shoals and reefs.  
  
The tidal areas of many of the rivers and 
creeks that feed into the Chesapeake and 
Potomac River offer excellent largemouth 
bass fishing this week. The lower water 
temperatures have largemouth bass, yellow 
perch, chain pickerel and catfish feeding 
aggressively in a wide variety of water 
depths. Ryan Johnson and his son had fun 
fishing for largemouth bass in the upper bay 
recently.  
  
Fishing for blue catfish remains excellent in 
the tidal Potomac and the larger blue cats 
become more active as the water 
temperatures cool down. This week is also a 
fine time to fish for channel catfish that can 
be found in most of the tidal rivers that feed 
into the Chesapeake. Fishing for northern 

snakeheads is also good in the creeks that 
feed the tidal Potomac and several river 

systems on the Eastern Shore. The 
Nanticoke and Wicomico systems have well 
established northern snakehead populations 
and they are now being found in the 
Choptank.  
The coastal areas near Ocean City are 
settling into a typical fall fishery with a few 
anticipated arrivals on the way from up 
north. In the surf small bluefish and striped 
bass are the most common species being 
caught. Finger mullet is what is being used 
to catch the bluefish and cut bait such as 
menhaden for the striped bass. The 
southerly migration of larger striped bass 
will be passing the beaches of Maryland in 
the next couple of weeks. The southerly 
migration of large bluefish from up north is 
currently underway and most are being 
caught on the shoal areas close to the 
beaches and by those fishing for sea bass. 
There will be times when they hit the 
beaches or invade the Ocean city Inlet; I 
hope you are present when that event 
occurs.  
Presently at the inlet, water temperatures 
are about 60°. During the evening hours 
small bluefish and striped bass are being 
caught by casting bucktails and Got Cha 
lures. A few are drifting live eels looking for 
larger striped bass. Tautog are in place at 
the inlet and Route 50 Bridge area. The 
throwback ratio is pretty high but there is 
plenty of action.  
Farther offshore, sea bass and tautog fishing 
has been very good on the wreck and reef 
sites. Limit catches of sea bass are a 
common occurrence along with a mix of 
flounder and tautog.  

 

Virginia Beach Action  
 
Weekly Sportfishing 
Rundown  
23 October 2015  
As the fall saltwater fishery escalates, 
anglers are still relying on breaks in the  
weather to access the action.  
 
Speckled trout usually begin their rise into 
the limelight about this time of year, but this 
year the trend is still behind the curve. 
Although some lower Bay creeks and inlets 
are producing better than others, anglers 
are finding a smattering of fish ranging from 
dinks to 23-inches, with very fewfish larger 
fish showing up. The Elizabeth River, usually 
the leader in this fishery, is beginning to 
show marginal trout activity with small fish 
pushing mostly to around 16-inches.  
Although speck experts feel the situation is 
grim, the true influence of the 2015  
early season’s hard freeze is still yet to be 
determined. Puppy drum continue to  
hit in lower Bay inlets and surflines, with 
some pups pushing to over 30-inches. 
 

  
Although the best of this run is over, surf 

anglers are still targeting big red drum  
from the surf along the Eastern Shore down 
to the Wildlife Refuge. A few nice  

bulls are still responding around the 
islands of the CBBT on cut bait, but 
these fish are beginning to filter southward, 
where the North Carolina fall red drum  
fishing trend is going strong. 
 
  
Spot are still providing some sporadic action 
off Ocean View, the Monitor- 
Merrimac Bridge Tunnel, and the Lynnhaven 
River, especially after a Northerly  
blow, but more predictable catches are 
coming off the Virginia Beach oceanfront  
and Rudee Inlet, with bloodworms the bait 
of choice.  
 
 
Muddy water conditions continue to hamper 
Bay flounder trips, but anglers  
fishing within the protected confines of the 
Lynnhaven River and Rudee Inlet are  
finding some keepers. Wreck flounder are 
also available on deeper structures  

when boats can reach them. Big triggerfish 
are hitting on some of these same  
structures, and with the reopening of 
seabass season this week, folks are now  
keeping some nice sized fish from these 
same structures, with some jumbo  
seabass pushing to over 5-pounds caught 
this week 
 
  
Tautog action is building in lower Bay waters 
and on coastal structures and  
wrecks. Within the Bay, keeper tog are 
coming from the CBBT proper, especially  
near the bases of the pilings and the tubes 
of the artificial islands. Fiddler crabs  
and clams are working best, but some folks 
are alsofinding success with crabs  
lately. This bite will continue to accelerate as 
the waters continue to cool, but  
soon the challenge will be acquiring 
adequate bait to get the job done. Late  
season sheepshead ranging around 5 to 8-
pounds are also hitting over the tubes  
of the CBBT, along with some triggerfish.  
 
 
As water temperatures continue to drop, the 
stripedbass activity continues to  
rise. Although the bigger rockfish are still on 
their way, anglers are content with a  
mostly smaller class of fish for now, but 
some fishpushing up to 40-inches were  
also caught this week. Striper anglers are 
scoring with school-sized fish while  
casting top water lures around all of the 
lower Baycrossings, and into schools of  
feeding fish working on the surface. Wind 
Cheaters are effective right now,  
especially at first light along the spines of 
the tubes, where bigger fish ranging  
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from 30 to 40-inches are active. Surf 
anglers targeting rockfish under the Lesner  

Bridge are also finding a few keepers. 
 

  
Deep dropping is a good option when the 
weather allows. A few boats have  
reported catches of nice grouper, golden 
tilefish, blueline tilefish, and blackbellied 
rosefish from the Canyon walls recently. 
 
  
Offshore, the weather is still the main factor. 
Butif you can get out, wahoo will likely be 

your reward. Recent trips have resulted in 
several nice catches of wahoo, with some 
boats returning with as many as 8 to 10 big 
hoos ranging from 30 to over 60-pounds, 
with the best catches coming from near the 
Cigar area. Some nice bailer-sized dolphin, 
and yellowfin tuna are also rounding out 
catches, with straggling billfish also a 
possibility. Bigeyetuna are still around, and  

swordfish are available for boats making 
night trips.  

http://www.drjball.com 

 

Delaware Fishing Report 

Updated: Nov. 5, 2015 
 
DELAWARE BAY Saturday gave us some 
very good fishing weather and from the 
number of trailers in the parking lot at the 
Lewes Boat Ramp many tog fishermen took 
advantage of the calm wind and seas. From 
the reports I received, the Outer Wall was a 
parking lot, but in spite of the crowds, good 
numbers of fish were caught. Green crabs 
and sand fleas remain the most popular bait. 
Reef sites further up the bay began to 
produce tog as well. Boats from Mispillion 
and Bowers Beach found a few more of 
these fish over the weekend. This fishing 
should improve as the water cools. 
Rockfish action is also improving, but not by 
much. A few more keepers in the 30-inch 
range were scattered around the upper bay 
while most of the rockfish caught were well 
below the 28-inch minimum 
size. Bloodworms and bunker have been the 
top baits. Here too, larger and more 
numerous rock should be available once the 
water cools. 
White perch fishing is very good from the 
lower Delaware River all the way down to 
the Broadkill River.  Bloodworms have been 
the best bait with earthworms, spinners and 
jigs also used with success. Perch topping 

the one-pound mark have been common. 
 
INSHORE OCEAN Most boats running 
beyond the 20-Fathom Line and setting up 
over hard structure are catching limits of 

sea bass. The Del-Jersey-Land artificial reef 
has been very productive. In addition to the 

bass, blues and flounder have been caught 
from the same type of structure. Clam, 
squid, crab, Gulp! and strips of fish have all 
worked on the sea bass. 
Tog action over inshore reefs and wrecks 
improved a bit over the weekend.  With the 
water temperature still in the 60s, it may be 
another week or two before this action 
improves. 
OFFSHORE OCEAN I had no offshore 
reports this week. I feel confident a few 
boats tried the tuna and dolphin, I just 
haven’t heard anything. 
INDIAN RIVER INLET Tog action fell off a 
bit last week, with mostly shorts pulled from 
the rocks.  Sand fleas and green crab were 
the best baits. 
A few more small rock were caught from the 
jetty during the day with a few more 
keepers caught after dark. Live eels and 
sand fleas were the top baits. 
Small blues ran through the inlet with the 
best bite on the incoming current. Metal 
lures work best on these fish. 
SURF FISHING Small blues, dog sharks 
and skates provided the main catch from the 
beach. All will take cut, fresh bait. 
No reports of false albacore last week. 
We did see photos of rockfish caught from 
the surf in North Jersey. Let’s hope they 
stick close to the beach when they pass by 
Delaware. 
FRESHWATER Trout fishing at White Clay 
creek remains good and with this beautiful 
fall weather the experience should be top 
notch. Bait such as earthworms, grubs and 
mealworms remain the best choice. Spinners 
and flies will also produce fish. 
In the ponds bass, crappie and pickerel will 
be filling up in preparation for the colder 
weather ahead. Nothing like a minnow or 
shiner to get these fish in a feeding mood. 
TROLLING FOR ROCKFISH With hopes 
running high for a good fall run of rockfish 
this is the time to make sure your trolling 

tackle and techniques are ready for action. 
The first thing to do is check the hooks on 
your lures. If they were put away without a 
good coating of WD-40 chances are the 
hooks have rusted. The only cure for a 
rusted hook is replacement.  Several hook 
companies now produce single hooks that 
can be used to replace trebles on trolling 
plugs. I have not tried any of these, but the 
idea does have merit when you consider the 
number of fish released and the ease of 
removing a single hook as compared to a 
treble. 
Your line and reels are next.  Make sure the 
line is in good condition and the reels are 
working properly. The drag should be 
smooth and any line guides should be 
working properly. Rod guides should not 
have any imperfections and roller guides 
should roll. 
I use six feet of 50-pound mono line as my 
leader ahead of my trolling plugs. These are 
retied as needed. 

I store my trolling lures in a five-gallon 
bucket. The plugs and spoons will hang 

down from the lip of the bucket making 
them easy to retrieve and allowing them to 
dry in the air, not in a tackle box. 
Once everything is prepared all you have to 
do is hope the rockfish show up. 
 

By Eric Burnley Sr.*  
 

 

DNR in the News 

Dead Manatee Found at 
Assateague Island 
National Seashore 
November 2, 2015  

 
Photo from the National Park 
Service 
A manatee carcass was discovered last week 
at Assateague Island National Seashore near 
the Maryland-Virginia border and is currently 
undergoing examination to determine the 
cause of death. 
The National Park Service called the 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
to report the carcass on Oct. 27, but due to 
extremely high tides it washed out to sea 
before the department could retrieve it. 

On Oct. 29, park staffers located the carcass 
approximately one-half mile from its initial 
location. Department personnel responded 
and transported the animal to the 
Smithsonian Institution for a necropsy 
exam. The manatee’s skeletal remains will 
be accessioned into the Smithsonian 
collection. 
Although it is not uncommon for manatees 
to visit the Chesapeake Bay in the summer, 
they usually head back south when 
temperatures cool. This is only the second 
dead manatee documented in Maryland (the 
first was in April 2010) and the first along 
the Atlantic Coast. The circumstances 
surrounding this stranding and death are not 
known. 
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Maryland’s Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle 
Stranding Program has been responding to 

stranded marine animals for more than 20 
years. The department works with the 
Marine Animal Rescue Program at the 
National Aquarium as well as numerous 
other organizations throughout the state to 
aid in the recovery of, and response to, 
stranded marine animals. 
The department asks anyone who sees a 
dead, visibly injured, entangled or 
stranded sea animal to call 1-800-628-
9944 immediately. The hotline is available 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

 
 

 

Tips and Tricks 

 
Gear up for Trophy Striped Bass 

in Chesapeake Bay 
Jumbo Striped Bass can be found year-
round in Chesapeake Bay 

 
By Ric Burnley Posted November 4, 
2015 

 
The setting sun set the seascape afire as I 
positioned my 20-foot center-console tight 
to a rip formed by the flooding tide. My 
brother landed a long cast inches from the 
rocks of Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel. 
Roger pumped the rod tip once, twice and 
on the third, a huge boil opened under his 
lure. The line sprang taut. Roger set the 
hook, and a 30-pound striper exploded into 
the air. 

 
SWS Planner: 
Virginia Trophy Striped Bass 
What: Striped bass 
When: Year-round; spring for trophies 
Where: Virginia, Lower Chesapeake Bay 
 
Pop on Top 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel creates a 
17-mile-long artificial reef running across 
the mouth of America’s largest estuary. The 
twin-span bridge includes two underwater 

tunnels that enter and exit the water at 
mile-long rock islands. In local lingo, the 
four islands are numbered, starting with 
First Island at the south end of the bridge to 
Fourth Island, which is 10 miles to the 
north. Each island is divided into three 
sections: the groin where the rocks meet the 
roadway, the rock island, and the spine 
where the rocks drop into the water over 
the tunnel. While this is an easy and reliable 
place to find school-size rockfish year-round, 
the best time for trophy stripers is early 
spring. Once the water temperature nears 
60 degrees, big, hungry spring striped bass 

stage along the rocks, picking off bait as it 

sweeps overhead. 
 

Dawn and Dusk 
The best times are early in the morning or 
just before dark. Stage the boat up-current 
and within casting distance of the bridge. 
Stay on the wheel and throttles to keep the 
boat positioned while you work the length of 
the island. For starters, cast a 5- to 8-inch 
swimbait or a 2- to 3-ounce metal or soft-
plastic jig to the rocks or pilings with a 
medium-action spinning rod. Work the lure 
back steadily, letting it sweep along the 
rocks or drop behind the pilings. But nothing 
is more fun, or as deadly, as a topwater 
popper. Choose a 5- to 8-inch cup-faced 
chugger-style popper that makes a lot of 
noise. Match it to a 7- to 8-foot spinning 
outfit spooled with 30-pound braid. Add 6 
feet of 50-pound fluorocarbon leader to 
protect against the rocks and barnacles. The 
hot spot for poppers is the spine and on the 
rip that forms over the two tunnels. Cast 
into the smooth side of the rip, and pop the 
lure in the current, letting it dance in the rip 
as you work it back. Fish often miss the 
hook on the first strike, so wait a split 
second to let one grab the lure. If the fish 
misses entirely, leave the popper in place 
and give it a couple of seductive twitches. 
Once hooked, stripers turn and run, 
dragging the line over rocks, barnacles and 
snags. Hold the boat up-current of the 
bridge, and keep the rod tip high. Set the 
drag light — 4 to 6 pounds — and take your 
time fighting the fish to the boat. As dusk 
fades to dark, switch to a 5- to 6-inch 
swimming shad, and keep catching into the 
night. During the day, switch to a lipped 
twitchbait. 
 
Surface Warfare 
A few weeks later, fishing on Harry 
Hindmarsh’s 16-foot skiff, we’re patrolling 
the sloughs and sandbars around Virginia’s 
Eastern Shore barrier islands. I’m stationed 
on the bow, searching for signs of fish, while 

Hindmarsh perches on the stern casting 
platform. Each of us holds a medium 
spinning rod rigged with a 6-inch swimming 
shad, in perfect sight-casting conditions. As 
the ebbs, rips and boils form over the 
sandbars that pock the large bay, we putt 
over to investigate one of the rips that 
appears to be moving. At 50 yards, I make 
out a school of 30-pound stripers packed 
like sardines. From 25 yards, I cast a few 
feet ahead of the mob. Hindmarsh’s lure 
arcs over my head and splashes down on 
the other side of the school. Within seconds, 
we are both hooked up. At first, the fish 
fight to stay with the school, but eventually 
we get them turned and work them to the 
boat. We go into maniac mode. The school 
moves off, but we’re in pursuit with the 
trolling motor. In minutes we’re hooked up, 
and our 50-pound braid makes short work of 
a pair of 40-inchers. After a quick release, 
we return to the hunt. By now, more schools 

have appeared. While one of us fights a fish, 
the other gives chase and keeps an eye on 

the rest of the school. This isn’t fun fishing, 
this is sport fishing, and it’s game on! 
 
Timing Is Everything 
Finding a school of big rockfish on the 
surface doesn’t happen every day, but 
anglers who patrol the lower Chesapeake 
Bay and Eastern Shore islands from late 
April to mid-June have a good shot at 
getting into stripers, red drum and cobia. 
While a small skiff is perfect for exploring 
the shallow barrier-island bays, a center-
console with a tower gives sight-casters the 
advantage in open water. The fish seem to 
like moving current and calm conditions. 
Moreover, clear skies and clean water make 
it easier to spot the fish swimming on the 
surface. There is no pattern to where and 
when the fish surface. I’ve caught them in 
dozens of places over the years but rarely in 
the same place twice. The best strategy is to 
cover a lot of water and keep your eyes 
peeled. Drive around long enough, and you’ll 
encounter epic surface action with striped 
bass. Then it’s time to put on your game 
face and get ready for battle. 
 
As seen in this months Salt Water 

Sportsman Magazine. See the full article 
here: 
http://www.saltwatersportsman.com/gear-
up-for-trophy-striped-bass-in-chesapeake-
bay 

 

 
  

2015 Chapter Officers 
President: Ed Susa 

Phone: 301-253-5597 

E-mail: esusa99@yahoo.com 

Senior Vice President: Rob Pellicot 

Phone: 301-606-0392 

E-mail: r.pellicot@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Jim Lorditch 

Phone: 443-277-5289 

E-mail: secretary@mssafrederick.com 

Treasurer: Jim Bremer 

Phone: 301-728-7853 

E-mail: jbremer@fgmc.com 

2015 Board of Directors 
Jodie Ammerman (Membership Coordinator) 

Phone: 240-723-0853 

E-mail: JPAmmerman@aol.com 

Chris Linetty - Phone: 301-824-7050 

E-mail: retriever@myactv.net 

Bob Pellicot - Phone: 301-606-6200 

E-Mail: rpellicot@shockleyhonda.com 
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Fred Keene - Phone: 304-856-2596 

E-mail: poppafred4@frontiernet.net 

Walt Shaw - Phone: 301-662-4481 

E-Mail: bub5635@comcast.net 

Jeff Townsend - Phone: 410-903-9416 

Email: kindjt@peoplepc.com 

  Neal Ammerman - Phone: 240-832-3671 

E-mail: JPAmmerman@aol.com 

Chris Conway - Phone: 301-704-4196 
E-mail: twitty044@yahoo.com 
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JANUARY 10 - Dorchester County Flea Market – American Legion Post 91 – Cambridge, MD 
14 - Frederick Meeting 
17  - Fredrick Chapter Fishing Expo – Frederick Fair Grounds 
21 - Frederick Board Meeting 
24-25 - Kent Island Chapter Flea Market 
29-2/1 - Baltimore Boat Show – Baltimore Convention Center 

FEBRUARY 1-3 - MSSA Convention Center, Annapolis, MD  

11 - Frederick Meeting 
15 - Frederick Board Meeting 
14-15 - Pasadena Flea Market – Earleigh Heights Fire Co, Pasadena, MD 
21 - Saltwater Fishing Expo Annapolis Elks #622 – Edgewater MD 
21-22 - Tri State Marine Flea Market – Deale MD 
28  - Dinner Dance - Frederick Moose Club 

 
MARCH 11 - Frederick Meeting 

14-15 - Essex/Middle River Flea Market 
18 - Frederick Board Meeting 
28-29 - Southern MD Fishing Fair – Solomons Fire Hall 
 

APRIL    4 - Frederick Shakedown Cruise/Brunch – Sandy Point  
  8 - Frederick Meeting 
11 - Frederick Board Meeting  
18 - Opening Day - Striped Bass Season 
 

MAY    1-3 - 31th Annual MSSA Spring Tournament – Solomons   
13 - Frederick Meeting 
15-17  - Chapter Flounder Tournament – Chincoteague  
20 - Frederick Board Meeting 

 
JUNE  10 - Frederick Meeting 

17 - Frederick Board Meeting 
19-21 - 22nd Annual MSSA Tunament – Ocean City & Wachapreague 
 

JULY    8 - Frederick Meeting   
15 - Frederick Board Meeting 
24-26    - Chapter Cobia Tournament in Kiptopeke, Va 
 

AUGUST 12 - Frederick Meeting 
19 - Frederick Board Meeting 
22   - 4th Annual MSSA Beach N Boat Flounder Tournament – Ocean City 
 

SEPTEMBER   9 - Frederick Meeting 
16 - Frederick Board Meeting 
12 - Chapter Crab Feast and Picnic 
 

OCTOBER  3-10 - Chapter North Carolina King Mackerel Tournament  
14 - Frederick Meeting 
21 - Frederick Board Meeting 
 

NOVEMBER 11 - Frederick Meeting 
  18 - Frederick Board Meeting 

20-22 - 20
th
 Annual MSSA Fall Tournament   

  
DECEMBER   9 - Frederick Meeting 

16         - Frederick Board Meeting 
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