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President’s Message  

 
The count down begins, only a couple of 
weeks until opening day. Time for us to 
really put everything in gear to get our 
boats, rods, reels and lures ready for this 
long anticipated day. Keep in mind the 
regulation changes to both the trophy and 
regular Rockfish seasons. Please make sure 
that you are confident on how to measure 
your fish, as this new slot could potentially 
open all of us to fines or disqualification in 
the tournaments. If you have any questions, 
visit the DNR website for clarifications. 
 
Our chapter is now full steam ahead with the 
beginning of our tournament season. This 
meeting will be the last opportunity to sign 
up for the spring rockfish tournament out of 
Solomon’s Island. Currently we have 20 
boats signed up and a whopping $1900.00 in 
the Calcutta. Don’t forget our dinner at the 
firehouse on Friday with a full catered meal, 
some really nice raffle prizes, a 50/50 raffle 
and our loyal friend, Gary Ritchie from 
Spankin Stripers will be there selling his 
lures.  
 
Registration for the Flounder tournament will 
also be available and this is the last meeting 
to get the discounted rate. Next meeting the 
price of the tournament goes up, so make 
sure you get signed up this meeting. Also, T-
Shirt, Hooded Sweatshirt and Crew neck 
Sweatshirt order forms will be available for 
those of you who wish to purchase these 
items. Be reminded, there will be no extra 

shirts. Therefore, it is important if you want 
any of these to put your order in. 
 
Lastly, our NEWLY added Cobia tournament 
is just about finalized and sign ups will begin 
at the May meeting. Jim Lorditch has 
assumed the responsibility of our newsletter 
and website. He has made some changes 
recently to both and he continues to look for 
suggestions to make improvements. If you 
have any ideas, please feel free to reach out 
to him. Finally, only one thing left to say….” 
Game On” Frederick Chapter. 
 
Fish Hard and Good Luck this season to 
everyone!    

 

 

Next Meeting 
April 8, 2015  

Food Service begins at 6:15 PM 

Meeting at 7:00 PM 

 
Speaker: 

Capt. Charlie Schneider from Big Will 

Charters 

 
 

Vendor: 

Island tackle Outfitters 
http://www.itofishing.com  

 
Dinner Menu 
Hot Roast Beef 
Mashed Potatoes w/ Gravy 
Corn 
Salad 
Dessert 
 
March Raffle Winners: 
Brian Jenkins- Rod and Reel Combo 
Jay Betts- Rapala Fish Scale 
Jim Shaw- Knife Sharpener/MSSA Towel 
Jodie Ammerman- Smoove Products 
Vince Burnett-Fish Off Gloves 
Mike Luzier- Offshore Angler Backpack 
Curt Kendall- Dual Rod Holders 
 

 50/50 Raffle: 

Jim Shaw – $85 
 
Attendance at February Meeting: 
63 
 

 Directions To Meeting at the Frederick 

Moose Lodge: – Map  
From Frederick, take I-70 east 

to exit 56 (Rt. 144W). Turn slight right onto 
MD-144. Go 0.8 miles to 828 E. Patrick 
St. on the left 
 

Chapter News 

Chapter Spring Tournament 

Information – The April 8th meeting is 

the last chance to sign up for the Spring 

Tournament, and the dinner. You can 

download the entry form and rules from the 

Chapter website. Don’t get left out! 

 

Chapter Flounder 
Tournament Information- 
Our chapter flounder tournament, now called 
The Flounder Frenzy, will take place in 
Chincoteague, VA May 15-17.  We hope to 
have as many as 20 boats signed up this 
year.  We will also have a kids division for 
the 2nd year in a row. Most participants will 
stay at the SEA HAWK MOTEL, although 
some of our chapter members have their 
own vacation places on the island.  This is 
always a great time, rain or shine, lets hope 
we have all shine this year.  

To get in on the early rates you must sign 
up before or at the April 8 meeting.  Last 
day to sign up for the tournament will be 
May 6 (1 week before the May meeting and 
before the tournament). We are also selling 
T-shirts for the tournament this year and the 
last day to purchase those will be at the 
April meeting so we can have the order back 
before the tournament.  

If you have any questions please contact 
Jodie Ammerman at. 
jpammerman@aol.com.  

Hope to see you all in Chincoteague 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinner Dance Raffle 

Winners 

 
50/50 winner- Joy Jernigan 
Offshore Rod and Reel – Neal Ammerman 
VHF Radio- Flow Shaw 
Sunglasses-Neal Ammerman 
Wine Basket- Bobby Hurt’s wife 
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Spinning Combo- Bill Courpas 
Print donated by Maureen- Annette Lawson 

Flounder Bag- Frank Molino 
Food Saver- Mark 
Pair Rod Riggers- Roy Butler 
Nail Spa- Marcus’ Girlfriend 
Tool Set- Daryl Thomas 
Rod Reel- Bob Snyder 
Rockfish Supplies bag- Rodney Baer 
Electric Knife Sharpener- Fred Keane 
Deep Fryer- Wayne Rice 
Cleaning Bucket? Buffer- Kim Catlin 
Binoculars- Jimmy Shaw 
Women’s Bag/ Wine- Chris Conway 
King Bag- Bach Vu 
Rod Holder- Mark 
$40 Marachi Gift Card- Tommy Fouche 
Rockfish Framed Print- Ed Susa 
Okuma Rod/ Reel combo- Jay Betts 
Hitch Haul- Ed Susa 
Offshore Bag- Jim Lorditch 
Bean Bag- Gordon Jernigan 
Meat Slicer- Jessica Volkman 
Ladies Bag- Marcus Lawson 
Rockfish Supplies Bag- Jim Bremer 
 

 

Fishing Reports 

Chincoteague Action  

 

By Charlie Koski   

No Current Update Available 

 

Tight lines............................. 

Ocean City Action 

 
Fishing in the Ocean City area centers 
mostly on long trips out to some of the more 
distant wreck sites due to cold water 
conditions inshore. Captains report catches 

are fair to good on most trips. 
 

 

Maryland DNR Fishing 

Report 

 

It has been quite a struggle back and forth 

in the last month between spring and winter 
and the last vestiges of winter are not quite 
ready to loosen their grip on the Maryland 
Landscape. Warmer temperatures have 
prevailed to a greater degree in the last two 
weeks and this past Tuesday for example 

the middle region of the Choptank River was 
showing 50ºF water temperatures. The 

yellow perch began spawning in the upper 
reaches of most rivers about a little more 
than a week ago when water temperatures 
hit 48ºF. Some of the best fishing occurred 
last week in the Eastern Shore Rivers but 
yellow perch are still spawning in many 
areas this week. A fact that is painfully clear 
to many angler is that you must fish on the 
perch's schedule and not your own. Perhaps 
one of the most common "How's the fishing" 
answers one receives from a fellow 
streamside fisherman is "you should have 
been here yesterday". There is a consolation 
though for those who can only fish on the 
weekends and that is the fact that yellow 
perch can be caught after spawning occurs 
as they head back down the upper regions of 
the rivers. Casting small jigs or shad darts 
tipped with grass shrimp, garden worms or a 
small minnow are a fun way to catch them 
while waiting for the white perch runs to 
begin. One note on minnows; when fishing 
with a shad dart of similar jig you do not 
have to put the whole minnow on. Often a 
piece is enough to temp yellow perch to 
strike. Another method is to fish a bottom 
rig with the same baits; worms will get you 
more action but minnows usually will 
account for larger yellow perch. The white 
perch are not far behind in their spawning 
endeavors and tend to be in the middle 
regions of most tidal rivers at the moment. 
With a little luck they may begin to show up 
in the upper reaches of the spawning rivers 
and creeks by the weekend. Grass shrimp, 
bloodworms or minnows are popular baits to 
use. If the run is on at your location try to 
find a place where you can cast out with a 
shad dart tipped with a piece of your favorite 
bait. Cast on an angle upstream and keeping 
a tight line twitch the shad dart in a "walk 
the dog" method and you should do well. 
The vanguard of this spawning run is usually 
the small male white perch followed later on 
by larger perch, which are most often 

females. Fishermen should also keep their 
eye out for hickory shad in watersheds such 
as the Susquehanna, Potomac, Patuxent and 
Choptank to name a few. These feisty fish 
will readily take a shad dart, small jig or 
small spoon and are strictly catch and 
release.  

The ice has finally cleared from the bay and 
a few hearty souls are fishing the Calvert 
Cliffs Power Plant warm water discharge this 
week with soft plastic and metal jigs for a 
chance to catch and release a large striped 
bass on light tackle. Fishermen are urged 
not to go too light and to get the fish to the 
boat and released as quickly as possible 

since these fish hold the future of our 
fishery.  

 

Virginia Beach Action  

 
Weekly Sportfishing Rundown 
27 March 2015 

We endured yet another harsh winter, and 
now Spring fever is rampant. But with water 
temperatures still lagging in the low forties, 
expect a late start to the much anticipated 
arrival of the first species of the season such 
as croaker, flounder, bluefish, red drum and 
black drum.  

Tautog is still pretty much the only game in 
town until the waters warm up. But the Bay 
action will remain behind the curve with the 
chilly temperatures, and the coastal and 
offshore action is slow. Although a few die-
hard tog anglers have tried their luck on 
various offshore wrecks, only a few fish have 
resulted from their efforts. Scattered fish 
pushing up to around 15-pounds have made 
it back to the dock, with one boat reporting 
a catch of two keeper tog resulting from an 
all day trip this week. Seabass are also still 
hitting on these same wrecks, but continue 
to throw them back since the season is 
closed.  

Speckled trout and puppy drum, often an 
alternative species for this time of year, is a 
no-go for the few anglers still trying their 
luck.  

As we anxiously await our chance to finally 
get in on some decent fishing opportunities 
with warmer weather, our fisheries 
management representatives are at work 
changing regulations, guidelines and limits. 
Don’t expect great news on this level, as the 
recent announcement involving more 
restrictive striped bass regulations will only 
add to your frustration. New for the 2015 
striped bass season, in the Bay the minimum 
size of fish you can keep has increased from 
18 to 20-inches, and for the Spring trophy 
season, the minimum size has increased 
from 32 to 36-inches…but, wait for it…now 
you also have the honor of having to obtain 
a permit to do this. The coastal guidelines 
still allow for a only a single fish at 28-
inches. So, be sure to review the regulations 
before you fish for rockfish in the 2015 
season. The good news is, you can now fish 
for sea bass four days earlier on May 15th, 
and your fishing license fee was rolled back 
by a whopping five bucks starting in April. 
Just be happy remembering that Spring is 
here, and just hope to catch a fish you can 
actually legally target and keep! But hey, at 
least you saved five bucks!  

The deep dropping interest off the Virginia 
coast is still good. When the weather allows, 
boats continue to catch an assortment of 
bottom dwellers, including blueline tilefish, 
golden tilefish, black bellied rosefish, and a 
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variety of grouper. The dog fish are still out 
in force, making this activity a challenge, 

especially when cranking these pests up 
from around 400 to 800 feet down, where 
electric reels could be the answer.  

Bluefin tuna are still the main interest for 
offshore boats off Carolina, with some 
decent yellowfin and some blackfin tuna also 
in the mix. Several bluefin continue to push 
to over 200-pounds. This action should 
continue to move closer into range for the 
Virginia fleet over the next weeks.  

http://www.drjball.com 

 

Delaware Action 

 

By Eric Burnley Sr.*  

Updated: March 26, 2015 

DELAWARE BAY A few keeper rockfish 
were caught from the lower Delaware River 
and the upper bay.  One was caught at 
Edgemoor and three were taken at 
Augustine Beach. All were 30-inch-class fish 
and all were caught on bloodworms. 

White perch have been caught on 
bloodworms in numerous locations including 
Augustine Beach and the Woodland Beach 
Pier. The bite has been less than stellar due 
to the still cold water. 

INSHORE OCEAN No reports of anything 
caught out here and with the forecast calling 
for more cold and wind I don’t think we will 
see much this weekend. The weather is 
supposed to moderate next week and that 
might encourage a few boats to try for tog. 

This is just an uneducated guess, but in the 
past very cold winters have been followed by 
Boston mackerel runs. I did speak with two 
captains who agreed with this theory and 
will looking for any sign of mackerel when 
and if they can ever get away from the dock. 

INDIAN RIVER INLET I did have reports of 
white perch from the Millsboro area, but 
nothing further east.  The first fish to move 
through the inlet will be hickory shad 
followed by bluefish and rock. 

TIDE AND CURRENT I have addressed this 
subject before, but since it is so important to 
all types of saltwater fishing I believe a 
review is warranted. Tide and current not 
only control the fish, they also control when 
and where an angler can expect to find 
success. 

Tides move up and down while currents 
move in and out. As a general rule the 

current will change direction sometime after 
the tide reaches its high or low mark.  The 
time between current changes will see a 
decrease in the speed of the current until it 
goes slack for a very short time before it 
begins to run the other way. 
No place in Delaware demonstrates this 
better than Indian River Inlet. There the 
change of the current and tide can be 
observed every six hours. 

The moon controls the tide and the tide 
controls the current. New and full moons 
create the highest and lowest tides and the 
strongest currents. This can be a good thing 
when fishing rips where the higher and lower 

tides create stronger currents mixing up the 
bait and attracting larger fish.  It is not such 
a good thing for bottom fishermen who can’t 
keep and bait down no matter how much 
weight they use.  

Most fish will feed while facing into the 
current. This is because they get all their 
information from the water passing by so by 
facing into the current they get the 
maximum amount of information. Current 
will also move the bait to them so they have 
to expand less energy when feeding.  
Striped bass will often use structure such as 
bridge pilings to get out of the current while 
still being able to detect food moving past. 

Those who fish Indian River or Rehoboth 
bays know that higher tides will bring 
flounder up on the shallow areas especially 
in the spring when the shallow water warms 
first. I have caught flounder in locations 
where the bottom was plainly visible, while 
others fishing the deeper channels did not 
fare as well. Over the years I have found a 
live minnow on a plain hook fished without 
any weight is the most effective presentation 
for shallow-water flounder. 

I doesn’t matter where you fish, the tide and 
current will dictate your chances for success. 
Personal observation over time will bring the 
education you'll require to make the correct 
decisions. 

 

Tips And Tackle 

 

Inspecting Marine 

Gasoline Engines as seen in 

Seaworthy Magazine 

Some Simple Tricks to Help You 

Evaluate Your Engine‘s 

Condition — And Head off 

Trouble Before it Gets Started 

 
Reading through the claim files, you get the 
uneasy sense that most skippers didn't have 
a clue their engines were developing a 
serious problem until the minute that they 
sputtered and died. Unlike an automobile's 
engine, which tends to run and run until the 
car is traded in, a boat's engine is more 
likely to develop problems, even when it is 
relatively new. These problems are 
considered normal wear and tear, and are 
not likely to be covered by a boat's 
insurance policy. 
 
There are three reasons for this disparity 
between automobile and marine engines. 
First, a boat's engine works much harder 
than an automobile engine — up to twice as 
hard. While an automobile engine "strolls" 
through most of its life, a boat's engine has 
to spend many hours swimming upstream. 
Second, the boat's engine works in a much 
more hostile environment, water, often 
saltwater, which can corrode vital parts 
quickly. And, finally, marine engines develop 
problems because they are sometimes idle 
for weeks or even months. If they aren't laid 
up properly, and many aren't, this idleness 
encourages rust on internal parts, which is a 
major source of damage in marine engines. 
How healthy is your engine? One obvious 
clue to an engine's condition is its age. While 
operating hours are certainly a factor, the 
number of hours on an engine doesn't 
bother mechanics as much as the number of 

years it has been in service. Marine 
mechanics report that a commercial boat 
engine that is used every day will often be in 
better shape mechanically after several 
thousand hours of use than a recreational 
boat's engine with only 500 hours. 
In this issue of Seaworthy, we'll give you 
some simple tricks for diagnosing the 
condition of your boat's engine. These tricks 
won't tell you everything about your engine, 
but you'll have a better idea of what's going 
on internally and when to contact a 
mechanic to make adjustments that might 
save on more costly repairs later. 

Examining the Oil 

The number one rule of any 4-cycle engine 
is to change the oil and oil filter routinely, 
according to manufacturer's 
recommendations. Oil's role in keeping the 
engine running is critical — it lubricates all 
bearing surfaces as well as the crankshaft 
and camshaft bearings, timing gears, 
pistons, and valves. Marine engines must 
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work very hard, and an oil cooler must be 
used in most engines to reduce the high 

internal temperatures. 

Some things to look for 

in the oil: 

• Pull the dipstick and smell the oil. A 

strong burnt smell indicates the 
engine has been overheating — not 
a good sign. Next, wipe the dipstick 
on a clean white napkin. Oil that is 
thick initially and then slowly 
spreads over the napkin indicates 
the presence of fuel, which usually 
means that an overrich fuel 
condition (often caused by a sticky 
choke) is allowing fuel to leak past 
the rings into the oil. This condition 
can cause premature wear on 
bearings, rings, and pistons. If 
either condition exists — burnt oil 
or fuel in the oil — contact a 
mechanic. 

• Check under the oil filler cap, which 
is at the highest point in the 
system, as well as inside the valve 
cover (use your finger) for 
indications of condensation and/or 
rust. The latter is the #1 enemy of 
marine engines. When oil contains a 
lot of water it looks creamy or 
"frothy", although this might not be 
apparent until the engine has been 

running for awhile. Even if the oil 
looks clean, you can put a drop or 
two on something hot, like a coffee 
maker burner. The drop should 
have a smooth edge — a jagged 
edge indicates water. Depending on 
the amount of water you suspect is 
in the oil — this is a judgment call 
and you may want to consult a 
mechanic — the engine could have 
a serious problem. Some 
condensation is to be expected, 
especially if the boat has been idle 
for a long time. Too much water, 
however, can indicate a blown head 
gasket, a cracked cylinder head, or 
a corroded cylinder liner. 

• Oil pressure should be noted at 

start-up and then again after the 
engine has warmed, to make sure it 
is up to manufacturer's specs. Low 
oil pressure at start-up — below 
about 25 - 30 (this varies by 
manufacturer, so check your 
manual) indicates a potential 
problem with the cam bearings, oil 
pump, or a faulty pressure sending 
unit. 

• Oil tests are relatively inexpensive, 

can be done by a boat owner, and 
tell you what's in the oil — metals, 

water, or fuel. A test's value, 
however, depends on how recently 

the oil has been changed. To be 
effective, the oil being tested 
should have been in use for several 
weeks. Samples should be taken 
from the mid-sump area after the 
engine is warmed. Taking several 
oil samples over a period of months 
or years tells you a lot more than 
taking a single oil sample. Contact 
local auto supply stores like NAPA, 
if they don't have the kits, the store 
manager should be able to 
recommend someone who does. 

• Pull the plugs. Tips that are a brown 

or beige color indicate normal 
combustion, while a gray color 
indicates detonation (Seaworthy, 
January 1996) in the cylinder. 

The Cooling System 

According to the claim files, manifold and 
risers are one of the most likely areas to fail 
and cause trouble. Water and gases travel 
through the manifold in separate pipes 
before combining at the riser and being 
discharged overboard. Keeping the water 
and gases separated in the manifold is 
critical; over time the manifold will corrode, 
which will allow water to enter the cylinders 
and wreck the engine. 
How long it takes for the manifold and risers 
to corrode depends on where you do your 
boating (Seaworthy, April 1996). In 
saltwater, they may need to be replaced 
after only three years. In freshwater, 
mechanics say the manifold and risers could 
last much longer. As the cast iron parts 
begin to corrode, rust will often restrict the 
flow of cooling water, threatening the life of 
the engine. Any drop in temperature should 
be taken seriously, but the lack of cooling 
water isn't always indicated on the engine's 
temperature gauge. Some clues to the 
condition of your cooling system: 

• You can get at least a crude 

indication of the manifold's 
condition by flicking a couple of 
drops of water on the top of each 
riser. If both risers are running at 
the same temperature, the water 
will evaporate at the same rate. If, 
however, the water dissipates off of 
one riser much faster, there is a 
water flow restriction. A better 
indication can be had by contacting 
a mechanic with a digital readout 
infrared thermometer (the cost for 
a thermometer is about $175 if 
you're inclined to do it yourself) 
that indicates hot spots on a 
manifold. Concentrations of heat 
indicate that the manifold needs to 
be taken off and either cleaned or 
replaced — a common condition on 
many engines.  

Note: Always check the hoses 

when you encounter a manifold 
or riser problem. As water 
leaves the riser, it cools the 
hoses. If water flow at the riser 
has been restricted, the water 
flow will have been reduced, 

and the result could be serious 
damage to the exhaust hoses. 

• If the engine has been losing 

power, another test can be used to 
learn if it is being caused by 
exhaust gases leaking into the 
cooling system. A Combustion Leak 
Test Kit costs about $40. and 
comes with an graduated vile and 
eight or 10 tests worth of a blue 
liquid that changes to yellow if 
exhaust gases are present, 
indicating either a cracked or 
warped cylinder head, cracked 

block, leaking valve seat, or a 

leaking head gasket. 

With the Engine Running 

Reading Exhaust Smoke 

• Running an engine tells you a lot 

about its condition. Hard starting 
could indicate a problem with the 
plugs, battery, or fuel pump. 
Immediately after it starts, look for 
smoke. With gasoline engines (both 
outboards and inboards), some 
smoke, either black or blue, is to be 
expected when the engine is first 
started, but the extra smoke 
shouldn't persist for more than five 
or 10 seconds.  

Excessive smoke that lasts for up to 
a minute after start-up indicates a 
possible problem with the fuel 
mixture (black smoke) or oil leaking 
past the valve guides or seals and 
accumulating in the combustion 
chamber (blue smoke). With the 
latter, an engine will consume more 
oil and performance may suffer 
slightly, but the condition isn't 
terminal. Black smoke, on the other 
hand, could be indicating fuel 
dilution, which leads to premature 
bearing failure if it isn't corrected. 
Excessive smoke that lasts more 
than a minute can indicate worn 
rings. 
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• Too much exhaust steam — this is 
another judgment call — means 
that water is getting into the 
combustion chamber via a head 
gasket or a problem with the 
manifold. A "steaming engine" 
should be checked by a mechanic. 
(Steam is easily identified because 
it rises more quickly than smoke, 
which tends to stay near the 
water.) 

• When it comes to analyzing your 

engine there is no substitute for a 
boat ride. If the engine won't 
operate somewhere around 4,200 - 
4,600 rpm's — the operating range 
where most engines make their 
maximum horsepower — it usually 
indicates a problem. (Consult your 
manual again, as maximum rpm's 
varies from engine to engine.) The 
problem could be your prop (either 
the wrong size or pitch), which will 
shorten engine life by creating 
additional heat, wear, and friction. 
Other possible causes include back-
pressure in the exhaust pipe or the 
incorrect reduction gearbox.  

The problem could also be 
something as simple as poor 
ventilation. If opening the engine 
hatch increases rpm's, you need 
better ventilation. If this doesn't 
correct the problem, further 
investigation by a mechanic is 
called for. 

• A mechanic should also be 

summoned if the engine is 
"missing" — sputtering, coughing, 
or running rough. This can be 
caused by water in the fuel, but 
more often it is a problem with the 
ignition system — spark plug wires, 
plugs, rotor, or a worn timing chain. 
Also, be alert for excessive 
vibration, which could indicate a 
bent prop, a bent shaft, engine 
misalignment, or a problem with 
the engine coupling. 

• A Cylinder Leak Test Kit can be 

used by a mechanic to tell you if 
(and how badly) your valves are 
leaking. Symptoms include 
backfiring, overheating, and loss of 
power. In some cases, the boat 
may not plane. Leaking valves 
create a lean fuel condition (too 
much air and not enough fuel), 
which accelerates valve wear. 

Checking Compression 

If you suspect a problem with one of the 
cylinders ( a sudden loss of power or 
excessive black smoke), a mechanic should 
be summoned to do a compression test, 
preferably with an Engine Analyzer. This 
gadget uses a computer to give a more 
accurate compression readouts than can be 
had with conventional compression tests, 
which only indicate gross malfunctions. 
Using probes hooked to spark plugs, the 
machine shorts out one cylinder at a time to 
measure the drops in RPM. The results are 
computed on a bar graph so that the 
mechanic can see exactly which cylinders 
are weak and which are strong. (A variation 
of 20% or more, either from the other 
cylinders or from OEM specifications, is 
significant.) 

If the analyzer (or a conventional 

compression test) indicates a weak cylinder, 
a simple follow-up test by the mechanic will 
indicate whether rings are the problem or 
whether the engine has a less serious valve 
problem: Pour one tablespoon of oil (any 
more will hydraulic the cylinder and give a 
false reading ) in the cylinder and repeat the 
test. If the reading on the weak cylinder is 
equal to the reading on the strong cylinders, 
the problem is rings (ouch!). If the numbers 
continue to indicate a weak cylinder, valves 
are the problem. 

Examining Hoses and Belts 

Engine hoses should be checked to see that 
all are healthy. A Napa publication on belts 
and hoses reports that most engine hoses 
fail from the inside out as the result of an 
electrochemical reaction (called 
"electrochemical degradation" or ECD) that 
occurs as the hose ages and tiny cracks form 
in the rubber. These cracks then absorb 
coolant in the freshwater cooling system, 
which attacks and weakens the hose's 
reinforcement. (Mechanics report seeing the 
same condition on hoses in the raw-water 
portion of the cooling system, especially 
when the boat is used in saltwater.) 
ECD can be detected by squeezing the 
thumb and a finger on the hose about 2" 
from the clamp. If the ends of the hose feel 
soft and mushy, the chances are good that it 
is breaking down internally and it should be 
replaced. The article recommends checking 
the middle of the hose, as well as the ends, 

to discover differences in softness. Gaps or 
channels that can be felt along the length of 
the hose also indicate impending failure. 

A Few Suggestions: 

• Keep your engine (and bilge) clean. 
While this does little for the engine, 
per se, a clean engine will be easier 
to inspect and maintain which could 
give you an early indication of a 

potential problem. "Heavy" rust and 
scale on an engine should be 

sanded and painted. The exception 
is exhaust manifolds, which don't 
hold paint and are typically rusted. 

• Spend time reading your engine 
manual. Rather than rely on your 
aging memory, keep careful records 
of maintenance and repairs; you'll 
have an easier time keeping track 
of what has been done and when it 
was done. 

Check the zinc at the heat exchanger (a 
relatively simple job). A zinc that is more 
than half eaten away should be replaced. 
 

• If you're buying a used boat: look 

for excess gasket residue and new 
paint, which is often found on 
rebuilt engines. If an engine was 
rebuilt, it's a good idea to find out 
who did the work and then check to 
see exactly what was (or wasn't) 
done. With some engines, problems 
tend to be ongoing and you don't 
want to buy someone else's 
headache. 

If you have doubts, confirm the motor's 
serial and model numbers (and outdrive 
number, if applicable) and contact the 
manufacturer. This can usually be done with 
one or two phone calls. Manufacturers have 
motor, outdrive, and transmission 
information, including major repairs and 
recalls. Their records can often be used to 
ascertain the date of manufacture, shipping 
location, and original owner. 
 

 

 

 

DNR in the News 

 

Bass Pro and Costa Offer 
Incentives for 2015 DNR 
Volunteer Survey Anglers 
March 9, 2015  
 
Survey participants proudly displaying their 
Yellow Perch bounty 
Costa Sunglasses has joined Bass Pro Shops 
as key sponsors of the annual DNR 
Volunteer Angler Survey. 
“DNR’s Survey pulls avid anglers and 
fisheries managers together in the effort to 
sustain exceptional fishing in Maryland. It’s 
important for the outdoor sports industry to 
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support this valuable research,” said Costa’s 
Mike Holliday. 

At the end of the year as the surveys wrap 
up, DNR will draw winners from the anglers 
who contribute feedback on their fishing 
activity. There will be at least one winner for 
each species in the surveys. The prizes 
include $50 Bass Pro Shops gift cards, Costa 
hats, Costa lens cleaners, Costa eyeglass 
retainers and more. 
“The angler survey is a vital source of data 
for fisheries science and management,” said 
DNR Recreational Fishing Data Coordinator 
Dr. Linda Barker. “For some species, this is 
our only source of information on released 
fish, which is an important part of analyzing 
fish populations and angler trends.” 
To participate, an angler can simply log into 
http://dnr2.maryland.gov/Fisheries/Pages/s
urvey/index.aspxand fill in trip information 
with location, date, hours, number of 
anglers, method of fishing, and number of 
fish kept or released. 
DNR reminds anglers that reporting an 
outing where no fish were caught is just as 
important for studies as sharing days when 
the fishing was successful. 
The survey seeks information on striped 
bass, summer flounder, yellow perch, 
bluefish, smallmouth bass, largemouth bass, 
muskellunge, blue crabs, catfish, crappie, 
bluegill, pickerel, northern snakehead, 
American shad, hickory shad and Maryland 
Artificial Reef fishing trips. 
DNR recommends the Chesapeake Catch 
smart phone app as an effective personal 
fishing log. The program provides anglers a 
cloud-based fishing record, which they can 
later transfer to the DNR survey and be 
entered in the drawing. 
 
 

Partners Program  

Don’t have a boat? Want to fish?  

 

Many of us who have boats go fishing and 

have vacancies. Get your name on the list 

and we will give you a call when we are 

going fishing if we have vacancies.  

 

Stan Mordensky – (301) 639-8584  

Jay Betts –           (240) 409-6016 

Curt Kendall –      (240) 316-9337 

Mark Weidert-      (301) 471-0238 

 

To get your name on the list, send your 

contact information to Jim Lorditch at 

jlorditch23@gmail.com or 

secretary@mssafrederick.com 

Classified Ads 

Charter Services 

Island Queen Inland Charters 

Bay and Sound Fishing &Cruises 

Chincoteague Island, VA 

Captain Charlie Koski - 757-990-2404                  

www.islandqueeninlandcharters.com 

 

Commercial Supporters 

 

 

 
.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Chapter Officers 
President: Ed Susa 

Phone: 301-253-5597 

E-mail: esusa99@yahoo.com 

Senior Vice President: Rob Pellicot 

Phone: 301-606-0392 

E-mail: r.pellicot@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Jim Lorditch 

Phone: 443-277-5289 

E-mail: secretary@mssafrederick.com 

Treasurer: Jim Bremer 

Phone: 301-728-7853 

E-mail: jbremer@fgmc.com 

2015 Board of Directors 
Jodie Ammerman (Membership Coordinator) 

Phone: 240-723-0853 

E-mail: JPAmmerman@aol.com 

Chris Linetty - Phone: 301-824-7050 

E-mail: retriever@myactv.net 

Bob Pellicot - Phone: 301-606-6200 

E-Mail: r.pellicot@yahoo.com 

Fred Keene - Phone: 304-856-2596 

E-mail: poppafred4@frontiernet.net 

Walt Shaw - Phone: 301-662-4481 

E-Mail: floshaw@cescomputers.net 

Jeff Townsend - Phone: 410-903-9416 

Email: kindjt@peoplepc.com 

  Neal Ammerman - Phone: 240-832-3671 

E-mail: JPAmmerman@aol.com 

Chris Conway - Phone: 301-704-4196 
E-mail: twitty044@yahoo.com 
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JANUARY 10 - Dorchester County Flea Market – American Legion Post 91 – Cambridge, MD 
14 - Frederick Meeting 
17  - Fredrick Chapter Fishing Expo – Frederick Fair Grounds 
21 - Frederick Board Meeting 
24-25 - Kent Island Chapter Flea Market 
29-2/1 - Baltimore Boat Show – Baltimore Convention Center 

FEBRUARY 1-3 - MSSA Convention Center, Annapolis, MD  

11 - Frederick Meeting 
15 - Frederick Board Meeting 
14-15 - Pasadena Flea Market – Earleigh Heights Fire Co, Pasadena, MD 
21 - Saltwater Fishing Expo Annapolis Elks #622 – Edgewater MD 
21-22 - Tri State Marine Flea Market – Deale MD 
28  - Dinner Dance - Frederick Moose Club 

 
MARCH  

11 - Frederick Meeting 
14-15 - Essex/Middle River Flea Market 
18 - Frederick Board Meeting 
28-29 - Southern MD Fishing Fair – Solomons Fire Hall 
 

APRIL   
  4 - Frederick Shakedown Cruise/Brunch – Sandy Point  
  8 - Frederick Meeting 
11 - Frederick Board Meeting  
18 - Opening Day - Striped Bass Season 
 

MAY    1-3 - 31th Annual MSSA Spring Tournament – Solomons   
13 - Frederick Meeting 
15-17  - Chapter Flounder Tournament – Chincoteague  
20 - Frederick Board Meeting 

 
JUNE  10 - Frederick Meeting 

17 - Frederick Board Meeting 
19-21 - 22nd Annual MSSA Tunament – Ocean City & Wachapreague 
 

JULY    8 - Frederick Meeting   
15 - Frederick Board Meeting 
24-26    - Chapter Cobia Tournament in Kiptopeke, Va 
 

AUGUST 12 - Frederick Meeting 
19 - Frederick Board Meeting 
22   - 4th Annual MSSA Beach N Boat Flounder Tournament – Ocean City 
 

SEPTEMBER   9 - Frederick Meeting 
16 - Frederick Board Meeting 
12 - Chapter Crab Feast and Picnic 
 

OCTOBER  3-10 - Chapter North Carolina King Mackerel Tournament  
14 - Frederick Meeting 
21 - Frederick Board Meeting 
 

NOVEMBER 11 - Frederick Meeting 
  18 - Frederick Board Meeting 

20-22 - 20
th
 Annual MSSA Fall Tournament   

  
DECEMBER   9 - Frederick Meeting 

16         - Frederick Board Meeting 
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