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President’s Message 

 
Happy New Year!!  
 
Hopefully everyone is staying warm, as this Winter 

has been especially cold already. I am hoping that is 
setting us up for a terrific Spring trophy season.  
 
But before the fishing gets under way, we have to 

work our way through 2 of the biggest events the 
Chapter has. Our Spring Expo will be next weekend, 
January 13. My thanks to Ed and Rob, for putting 

together another Expo. It takes a tremendous 
amount of time for these guys to coordinate vendors, 
speakers, licenses, and all of the stuff that goes into 
putting on a show as big as ours. There are many 

other people who put in a lot of their efforts too, and 
I can’t recognize everyone here, but my thanks to 
everyone who helps to put this Expo on. 
 

And February marks the Chapter’s Dinner Dance. 
This year, we have arranged to have 1 of the area’s 
top bands, “Til September” to make sure that 

everyone wants to get out of their chairs. I hope you 
will join us for a night of great food, great friends, 
and great prizes! 
 

Tight lines,  
 
Jim 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Next Meeting 
 

Date: January 10, 2018 

Food Service begins at 6:15 PM 

Meeting at 7:00 PM 

 

Speaker: Tim Campbell will be our speaker. Tim 

is very educated on catching yellow perch in the 
upper tributaries of the bay. He will speak about 

how and where to catch these fish. 

 

Vendor: TBD 

 
 

Dinner Menu: 

Roast Beef 

Mashed Potatoes and Gravy 

Green Beans 

Dessert 
 
Attendance at December Meeting: 56 
 
Raffle Winners:  
Ed Susa- Rod and reel Combo 
Jim Lorditch- Bag and Gloves 
Brian Jones- LED Spotlight 
Chris Linetty- Knife Sharpener 
Jim Scott- Lure Bag 
Rodney Baer- Scale and dehooker 
 
50/50 Raffle: Mike Diehl $62 
 
 
 

 Directions To Meeting at the Frederick Moose Lodge: – Map  
From Frederick, take I-70 east to exit 56 (Rt. 144W). Turn 
slight right onto MD-144. Go 0.8 miles to 828 E. Patrick 
St. on the left 
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2018 9th Annual Frederick MSSA Expo- 

January 13 

 
 

Fishing Reports 

 

Maryland DNR Fishing Report 
 

Maryland Weekly Fishing Report Overview 

December 20, 2017 

This fishing report will close out 2017, but there are plenty 

of fishing opportunities for all regions of Maryland through 
the winter. The preseason stocking of trout has begun and 

will pick up pace in January and February. Yellow perch are 
moving into the upper reaches of the tidal rivers while 
crappie, chain pickerel, catfish and walleye will stay active. 
The months of January and February often present the 
best opportunity to catch trophy-sized tautog off Ocean 
City. 

Happy Holidays from all of the staff at Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources Fishing and Boating 
Services; enjoy the best of family and friends through this 

wonderful time of the year, and enjoy the great Maryland 
outdoors together. 

The windows of opportunity allowed by Old Man Winter 

were sparse last week, thanks to strong winds. There have 
been a few days of calm winds and mild temperatures 
lately, making for some fun fishing trips out on the 
Chesapeake Bay in search of striped bass. As most anglers 
know, Dec. 20 is the last day to fish for striped bass in the 
Maryland portion of the bay until the Spring Trophy Season 
opens on April 21, 2018. However, all Maryland portions of 

Chesapeake Bay are open to catch and release striped 
bass fishing only through Dec. 31. Also, the Virginia 
portion of the bay and the Potomac River are open through 
Dec. 31. 

Bay surface water temperatures are now in the mid to low 
40s with slightly warmer water at 40-foot depths. This is 
where you will find striped bass suspended close to the 
bottom. The main shipping channels in the upper bay have 

been the place to be trolling or jigging and the 40-foot 
depth tends to be the sweet spot. Heavy inline weights are 
in order to get tandem rigged swimshads and parachutes 
or spoons down to where the fish are holding. Some 
anglers are also using their planer boards to cover more 
water and different depths when targeting the large fall 
migrant fish. 

The Bay Bridge piers, abutments and rock piles continue to 
hold a lot of large white perch and striped bass of varying 

sizes at 40-foot or deeper depths. Jigging has been the 
way to fish here and more than a few anglers will finish out 
the season at this spot. South of the bridge and through 
the middle bay region most of the action has been taking 
place along the western edge of the shipping channel from 
Thomas Point south past Breezy Point. Inline weights have 
been taking lures down to the 40-foot channel edge, and 

some of the larger lures intended for the large fall migrant 
striped bass that have arrived are being pulled at various 
depths. Large spoons and parachutes have been two of the 
more effective lures to use for the larger striped bass. 

In the lower bay region striped bass in the 20-inch to 32-
inch size have been fairly plentiful along channel edges on 
both sides of the bay. Trolling has been very popular, 
especially when on a boat with a heated cabin this time of 
the year. A mix of parachutes, swimshads, spoons and 

surge tube lures are being pulled behind inline weights and 
umbrella rigs. Most everyone is putting larger lures in their 
trolling spreads in hopes of hooking up with one of the 
large fall migrant striped bass that have been frequenting 
the region from Tangier Sound to the Potomac River. 

Anglers in the lower bay region till have some fun fishing 
opportunities through the end of the month. The approach 
channel in the lower Potomac has been a great place to 
troll large diving crankbaits and a mix of large spoons and 

parachutes for the large fall migrant striped bass. Those 
looking for the resident striped bass in the 20-inch to 28-
inch size range have been trolling medium-sized lures 
along the channel edge from St. Georges Island south to 
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Point Lookout. Fish can also be found suspended along 

these channel edges with depth finders, and jigging with 
soft plastics in the 8-inch to 10-inch size range has been 
effective. Soft plastics in pearl or chartreuse combinations 
have been the ticket. 

White perch are holding deep over good oyster bottom in 
many of the larger tidal rivers and channels in the bay. 
Since they are so deep, a bottom rig baited with pieces of 
bloodworm tends to be the best way to catch them. 

At Deep Creek Lake, ice-fishing folks are getting itchy for 
some hard-water fishing conditions and rumors were that a 
few venturesome souls were seen out on thin ice last week 

in McHenry’s Cove. Our recent warm weather nixed any 
hope of the ice on the lake developing into something that 
might be safe. and the lake is open at this time. It will take 
several weeks of cold weather to develop anything that 
looks like safe ice. 

The upper Potomac continues to run cold, clear and low 
this week as the lack of any appreciable rainfall has caused 
the flow rates in the river to be low. Colder water 
temperatures have the smallmouth bass nestled deep in 

what are often referred to as winter holes. Small to 
medium sized soft plastic jigs and paddletail type baits 
worked slow and close to the bottom is a good way to fish 
for them. Walleye love cold water and will be eager to take 
the same lures. Water temperatures in the upper Potomac 
are close to freezing. Anyone fishing from any type of 

vessel in the upper Potomac must wear an approved 
personal flotation device from Nov. 15 through May 15. 
More information can be found on page 29 of the Maryland 
Guide to Fishing & Crabbing. 

The first preseason trout stocking occurred Dec. 19 in the 
delayed harvest area of the Youghiogheny River. There will 
be future stocking of trout in many of the trout 
management waters in the upcoming weeks. The stockings 
will be posted on the department’s trout stocking 

website and by subscribing to the department’s email 
service. Many trout streams and creeks in the western 
region are experiencing low flow rates and trout anglers 
may see stockings adjusted in regard to suitable locations 
where trout can be placed. Due to low flow rates and clear 
water, light lines and careful approaches will be in order. 
The trout stocking website contains a lot of information to 
trout fishermen including stocking location maps. 

Largemouth bass tend to be holding deep now and holding 

close to hard cover. Working grubs, hair jigs and blade 
lures slow and close to the bottom can entice them to pick 
up a lure — the bite will be very subtle. 

Crappie are providing good fishing opportunities in ponds, 
lakes, reservoirs and tidal waters throughout Maryland. 
They will be holding deep near structure such as bridge 
piers, fallen tree tops and marina dock piers. A small jig 
under a bobber is a great lure to use but small minnows 
will definitely catch more crappie than anything else. 

Chain pickerel are common in most landlocked and tidal 

waters in Maryland and offer some fun light-tackle fishing 
through the winter. They don’t seem to mind cold water 
temperatures and are active. They can often be found 
lurking near some type of hard structure. A variety of lures 
will work as well as live minnows. They tend to inhale baits 
and have sharp teeth, so a good pair of pliers is very 
helpful when unhooking them. 

In the tidal waters, yellow perch are moving up the rivers 
and holding in the deeper areas as water temperatures get 

colder. In the next month the lower Susquehanna 
traditionally holds a large population of yellow perch. The 
department has a map with locations yellow perch will be 
found during their spring spawning runs. Fishing in these 
tidal waters down river of these areas should put you onto 
yellow perch in the next month. 

A variety of catfish species provide good fishing through 
the winter months. Channel catfish can be found in most of 

the tidal rivers flowing into the Chesapeake. Blue catfish 
are the dominant species in the tidal Potomac south of the 
Wilson Bridge, and also to a lesser degree in the Patuxent 
and Nanticoke rivers. Flathead catfish can be found in the 
Conowingo Dam pool and the lower Susquehanna River. 
Fresh cut baits on a simple bottom rig tends to be the best 
way to fish for any of these species. 

Blustery weather has been no stranger to the coastal areas 
this past week. but there has been and will continue to be 

windows of opportunity for anglers. The much anticipated 
influx of large striped bass moving south along the coast 
has yet to light any fires in Maryland waters to date. The 
action seems to be stalled north of Cape May, N.J. A few 
hardy souls have been trolling within the 3-mile state 
regulatory line but they report only seeing schools of 
menhaden and diving gannets. 

There has been some striped bass action along the 
beaches, at the inlet and back bay areas but most fall 

short of the 28-inch minimum. They do offer a lot of light 
tackle action for anglers casting soft plastic jigs and 
paddletail swimshads. 

Fishing for sea bass continues to be good at the offshore 
wreck and reef sites, where limit catches are possible at 
times. Large flounder are still being caught and at times 
spiny dogfish can cover up a wreck, and captains have to 
move to another site. The tautog season opens Jan. 1, 
2018 with a limit of four fish per day and a 16-inch 

minimum size. This is often the best time of the year to 
catch a trophy-sized tautog. 

Beginning Jan. 1, 2018 anyone wishing to fish for sharks 
off Maryland must have a shark endorsement on their HMS 
permit, take online shark identification training and use 
non-stainless steel circle hooks. This is an attempt to help 
protect dusky sharks. More information can be found at 
the NOAA Fisheries website for Highly Migratory Species. 
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 Delaware Fishing Report 

Updated: Dec. 27, 2017 

DELAWARE BAY It looks like the Christmas cold snap is 
going to last right through New Year’s. As this is written 
the water temperature in the bay has dropped into the 
low 40s and that should close the door on any thought of 
a rockfish run. 

Once we get the January thaw, yellow perch will begin to 
move into the upper reaches of the tidal rivers and 
creeks. For some reason, the spillway at Noxontown 
Pond usually sees the first of this action. 

INSHORE OCEAN The sea bass season will close Dec. 

31 leaving tog as the only target for ocean fishermen. 
Charter boats will be running from Indian River Marina 
and the head boats out of Fisherman’s Wharf will run as 
well. All is dependent on the weather. 

We had a pretty good run of rockfish right up to the 
Christmas cold snap. Many of the fish fell into the slot 
and had to be released with most keepers in the mid-30-
inch range. My guess is with the drop in water 
temperature the rock have moved offshore and to the 
south. 

OFFSHORE OCEAN No offshore reports this week. 

INDIAN RIVER INLET The occasional keeper tog was 
caught before the Arctic blast. Once again the water 

temperature has dropped below the preferred range of 
tog and rockfish so it will be a while before we see much 
from here. 

SURF FISHING Short rockfish and spiny dogs were 
caught from the beach. A decent blitz of short rock 
occurred at the North Pocket, but the action only lasted 
for one tide. 

FRESHWATER Skim ice has formed on Red Mill Pond 
and I suspect most Delaware ponds will be iced over 
before we get the January thaw.  Spillways usually 
remain open, but the weather will be so cold for the rest 
of the week that just being outside will be painful. 

ICE DANGER Before the current cold spell is over there 
will be ice on most of our ponds and even on the upper 

reaches of the tidal rivers and creeks. Do not go out 
onto that ice. It will not hold your weight, and if you fall 
through there is a good chance you will die. 

Happy New Year! 

By Eric Burnley Sr.* on Delaware DNR website 
 

DNR in the News 
 

Maryland Announces Comprehensive Oyster 

Restoration Plan 

December 15, 2017 

Breton Bay and St. Mary’s River Selected for Large-Scale 

Restoration; 

State Pledges Investment in Manokin, Nanticoke and 
Severn Sanctuaries 

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources today 
announced a comprehensive plan on oyster restoration, 
including its intention to recommend Breton Bay and the 
upper St. Mary’s River as the fourth and fifth tributaries to 
satisfy the state’s commitment to the Chesapeake Bay 

Watershed Agreement goal of restoring native oyster 
habitat and populations in five tributaries by 2025. 

The department’s selection complements ongoing large-

scale oyster restoration activities in Harris Creek, the Little 
Choptank River and the Tred Avon River. 

“Maryland is committed to restoring the oyster population 
throughout the Chesapeake Bay for both ecological and 
economic reasons,” Natural Resources Secretary Mark 
Belton said. “This keystone species builds the foundation of 
a healthy marine ecosystem, cleaning and filtering water, 
while also serving as the backbone of our fisheries-based 
economy, be it aquaculture or commercial harvesting.” 

The recommendations will be shared with the Maryland 
Oyster Restoration Interagency Workgroup, which includes 

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The department will also 
gather input from citizens, communities and stakeholders 
in an open and transparent public comment process. 
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Breton Bay intends to be restored with the assistance of 

the state’s federal partners while work in the upper section 
of the St. Mary’s River would be conducted by the state. All 
contracts for seed planting and substrate placement in the 
final two restoration sites will be competitively bid. 

“These restoration recommendations strike the right 
balance between the environment and the economy by 
concentrating limited yet targeted resources on existing 
sanctuaries with the most potential for success, based on 
the best available science,” Belton said. “These two sites 

have the broad support of environmentalists and 
riverkeepers as well as county leaders and watermen.” 

Along with its restoration selections, the state also plans to 
study and survey existing state oyster sanctuaries around 
Annapolis and the Lower Eastern Shore. For the first time, 
the department will design and develop oyster 
management plans for the Manokin, Nanticoke and Severn 
rivers to determine how the strategic use of state 

investment and resources, including seed, shell and spat, 
could spur natural oyster growth and reproduction. 

Lastly, the department intends to move forward with 

developing a rotational harvest system, designating a seed 
study area, and renewing the state’s oyster shell collection 
and recycling programs. 

The state’s oyster restoration plan was formed, in part, 
from feedback from the Oyster Advisory Commission, 
which includes academics, conservationists, legislators and 
watermen. 

Tips and Tricks 

 
How to Keep a Fish Alive — 10 Tips for 
Releasing Your Catch 

These pointers will help ensure a safe and successful 
release so another angler can catch that same fish 

BY CAPT. DAVE LEAR DECEMBER 14, 2017 AS SEEN 

ON WWW.SALTWATERSPORTSMAN.COM 
  

 

Proper handling and attention means this fish will live on after the 
catch. 

Capt. Dave Lear 

From billfish to bonefish, stripers to snook, anglers release 
fish in record numbers. Part of this trend can be attributed 
to the growing conservation ethic, but regulations--bag 

and size limits, closed seasons—contribute factors as well. 
Regardless of altruism or compliance, the survival rate of 
freed game fish depends on proper release methods. Use 
these techniques to increase the odds of catching them 
again. 
 

Tip No. 1: Don’t fight a fish to exhaustion. Fish with 
appropriate tackle to match the target. 

Tip No. 2: Rig with circle hooks when fishing live or dead 
bait. 
Tip No. 3: Use pliers or dehooker tools to remove hooks 
while the fish is in the water; maintain safety and control 
with grippers or tail gaffs. 
  

 
Wet your hands before handling so the protective slime isn’t 
removed. 

Capt. Dave Lear 

Tip No. 4: If a fish is gut-hooked and bleeding, cut the 
leader as close as possible and don’t re-move the hook. 
Tip No. 5: Bronze hooks rust quicker than stainless steel if 
the hooks can’t be removed. 
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Support fish horizontally with both hands to prevent internal 
damage. 

Capt. Dave Lear 

Tip No. 6: Take photographs and measurements with the 
fish in the water whenever possible; if handling is 
necessary, do it quickly and support the fish by cradling it 

horizontally with both hands. 
Tip No. 7: Protect the fish’s protective slime by wetting 
your hands, using a wet towel or wearing wet cloth gloves; 
avoid contact with the gills and eyes. 
Tip No. 8: Nets with rubber mesh minimize slime removal. 
Tip No. 9: Use a descender device like a SeaQualifier or 

vent swim bladder gases on deepwater species with a 
hollow deflation needle. 
  

 
Gripper tools are convenient for safety and control. Do not use 
them to hang a fish vertically, though. 

Capt. Dave Lear 

Tip No. 10: Revive the fish before release by holding it 
underwater until it swims off or by motoring slowly forward 
to flush water over the gills. Don’t pull fish backwards in 
the water. 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

2018 Chapter Officers 
 

President: Jim Lorditch 

Phone: 443-277-5289 

E-mail: jlorditch23@gmail.com 

Senior Vice President: Rob Pellicot 

Phone: 301-606-0392 

E-mail: r.pellicot@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Jodie Ammerman 

Phone: 240-723-0853 

E-mail: jpammerman@aol.com 

Treasurer: Chris Linetty 

Phone: 301-988-1305 

E-mail: retiever@myactv.net 

2018 Board of Directors 
 

Ed Susa (Membership Coordinator) 

Phone: 240-723-0853 

E-mail: esusa@customcourier.net 

Jim Bremer (Social Media Coordinator) Phone: 301-728-7853 

E-mail: jbremer@fgmc.com 

 

Bobby Hurt- Prize Coordinator 

Phone: 301-740-0910 

Email: itbquik1@yahoo.com 

 
Bob Pellicot – 

Phone: 301-606-6200 
E-Mail: rpellicot@shockleyhonda.com 

 
Cathy Gunder 
717-917-9825 

Email:catgunder@hotmail.com 
 

Walt Shaw – 
Phone: 301-662-4481 

E-Mail: bub5635@comcast.net 
 

Neal Ammerman – 
Phone: 240-832-3671 

E-mail: apishinika@aol.com 
 

Chris Conway – 
Phone: 301-704-4196 

E-mail: twitty044@yahoo.com 
 

  
 



                  FREDERICK MSSA CHAPTER – 2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
                               www.mssafrederick.com 
 

 

 

JANUARY 10   - Frederick Meeting 

13    - Fredrick Chapter Fishing Expo – Frederick Fair Grounds 

17   - Frederick Board Meeting 

25-28   - Baltimore Boat Show – Baltimore Convention Center 

27-28       - Kent Island Chapter Fishing Flea Market 

 

FEBRUARY 14   - Frederick Meeting 

                             10    - Tri State Marine Flea Market – Deale Md  

21   - Frederick Board Meeting 

17-18        - Pasadena Flea Market – Earleigh Heights Fire Co, Pasadena, MD 

24   - Dorchester County Flea Market – American Legion   Cambridge, MD 

25   - Saltwater Fishing Expo Annapolis Elks #622 – Edgewater MD 

24   - Dinner Dance - Frederick Moose Club 

 

MARCH  3   -MSSA Susquehanna Chapter fishing/ hunting show Hanover PA 

14   - Frederick Meeting 

  21   - Frederick Board Meeting 

17-18   - Essex/Middle River Flea Market 

 

              APRIL  7-8   - Southern MD Fishing Fair – Solomons Fire Hall 

                             11            - Frederick Meeting  

 18  - Frederick Board Meeting 

21            - Opening Day - Striped Bass Season 

 

               MAY               4-6          - Frederick Chapter Spring Rockfish Tournament- Solomons 

                                           4-6          - 35th Annual MSSA Spring Tournament  

                              9  - Frederick Meeting 

16  - Frederick Board Meeting 

18-20  - Frederick Chapter Flounder Tournament – Chincoteague  

 

JUNE  13  - Frederick Meeting 

20  - Frederick Board Meeting 
15-17  - 29th Annual MSSA Tunament – Ocean City & Wachapreague 

 

JULY  11 - Frederick Meeting   

18          - Frederick Board Meeting 

 

AUGUST  8 - Frederick Meeting 

15 - Frederick Board Meeting 

25 - 2nd Annual Summer Classic 

 

         SEPTEMBER   8 - Chapter Crab Feast and Picnic 

12 - Frederick Meeting 

tbd      - 6th Annual Mid Atlantic Flounder Tournament – OC, Chincoteague, DE 

19 - Frederick Board Meeting 
 

OCTOBER 8-12 - Frederick Chapter North Carolina King Mackerel Tournament  

11 - Frederick Meeting 

17 - Frederick Board Meeting 

 

NOVEMBER 14 - Frederick Meeting 

  21 - Frederick Board Meeting 

16-18 - 26th Annual MSSA Fall Tournament  - Fish 2 of  3 

  

DECEMBER 12 - Frederick Meeting 

19          - Frederick Board Meeting 

 

 
 


